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UnttQ Jn a (Enmmnn Nerii 

( By GEORGE PIERCE) 

I F you were to ask a thousand men what is the matter with 
the country, you would probably get a thousand different 
answers. 

Some would say that working men get too much and produce 
r too little. Others that the working men did not get a fair share 
of what they produced, and therefore, they are discouraged and 
restless. Some would declare that capital costs too much, interest, 
rates are too high and enterprises discouraged. Some would 
blame it on t lie Government, some on the trade unions, some on 
Russia, some on the general discontent following life in the 
trenches, some on the high cost of living, some on profiteers, 
some on the greed of labor, others on the avarice of the farmers 
and some on the cupidity of capital, and so on until you had a 
thousand answers. 

There is probably a grain of truth in each of these so-called 
reasons, but it is equally true that no single one would be entirely 
responsible. 

Everyone admits that the people are suffering keenly with 
the price of meats, sugar and vegetables. The things we need in 
order to exist are dangerously high. If we wish to realize the 
situation in its fullness, let us be mindful of the little gardens 
J that have popped up on every vacant lot. Let us recognize the 
coats and frocks that have been turned inside out to give us 
further wear. Let us Observe the pinched, careworn faces of the 
crowds. Let us look upon the universal anxiety and we cannot 
fail to come to a realization of the widespread seriousness of the 
situation. In many parts of the world, men in combat are laying 
down their lives to escape just such conditions. 

One great trouble with the situation is that although those 
who are very rich and powerful sympathize with the plight of 
the masses, they cannot feel the condition. You can only feel 
what touches you. The high price of clothing, the high price of 
shelter, the cost of food, does not touch the rich; therefore, there 
is lacking in the readjustment of this unbearable condition, the 
genius, the organizing ability, the constructive brain worfc: of the 
very class which is absolutely indispensable to bring about the 
desirable change of conditions. Even the Bolshevists have learned 
' the indispensability of brains, learning and experience. Theore- 
tical radicals would take very drastic exception to this pronounce- 
ment, but the experienced Russian Bolshevist would admit the 
truth of the assertion. 

After all, it can become ’Strikingly clear if we put the matter 
in a different way. Let us say that there were a great, olague, 
yellow fever or the smallpox, for example, spreading throughout 
the country, devastating the communities with death. The rich 
and the poor, the ignorant and, the brilliant, saint and sinner, 
would be stricken, one like the other. How long do you think it 
would be before efficient organizations Were formed throughout 
; the length and breadth of the land? Churches and schools would 
be developed into hospitals, trucks and automobiles would become 
ambulances, military barracks would become dispensing hospitals, 
rules of hygiene woidd be flashed upon every movie screen, 

. churches, would be closed, theatres would remain dark, expensive 
medicines would be given free distribution, sanitary food would 
be rationed out, and an army of doctors and nurses would be 
organized, and there would be drilled squads of grave diggers 
to bury the dead. 

Why? Simply because all classes, the brainy and the brain- 
less, the rich and the poor, were subject to a common danger, so 
rich and poor combine to fight a common foe, the brains of the 
rich and the brawn of the poor co-operating with one hundred per 
cent efficiency in an army to defeat the legions of death and 
| devastation. 

Before this world can become much better than it is, the 
very rich and the very powerful will need to understand the very 
poor and the very helpless. Both must feel the desire for the 
keenest co-operation in all constructive and progressive needs. Ft 
is depending upon the education of the rich and poor alike. The 
welfare of all the people is not contingent upon one great act, 
upon one great principle. It depends upon the successful co- 


operation of all the people in a multitude of small things. Nothing 
has ever brought this home to my mind with greater force than 
our struggle to establish a permanent, scientific Tariff Board. 
We have repeatedly challenged all reactionary interests, all part- 
isan politicians, to produce a sensible argument against the ap- 
pointment of such a Board. The farmers have produced a few 
feeble objections, and apart from this there has been no sound 
opposition, yet under the surface, silent and inexorable, one can 
feel the pressure and the influence of the reactionaries. There 
is that sinister opposition to the unassailable right and irreproach- 
able justice of a permanent Tariff Board, and yet it must be 
apparent to all that a poor fiscal policy, unscientific arid slipshod, 
could ruin the richest of countries. 

Will it take an industrial plague of vast proportions before 
our law-makers are content to drop the opportunities of trenchant 
politics, or are we to forge ahead to great heights on the sure, 
reliable wings of science! A scientific Tariff Board is a real 
public necessity. It is as vital as the air we breathe. Either we 
get it now without more ado or we fight for it: but get it we must 
and shall. 


A Worker’s Will 

About His Funeral 

(Written for the Railroader) 
(Anonymous) 


W HEN I pass on, put me in my 
old free-and-easy duds, in- 
cluding the pants with the baggy 
knees and the match scratches on the 
thigh. Burn my stiff shirts and 
collars and my Sunday hat, badges 
of dress servitude, or give them to 
some other unfortunate who has to 
wear these things a little while 
longer. 

Lay me in some plain, cheap box or 
wrap me in cheesecloth at the last — 
no matter. If it is daisy-time* ask 
the children to give me some daisies. 
They used to like to pull daisies for 
me, and I want them to remember 
those days. 

There are to be no black clothes, 
two-quart halts, black ties, crepe 
bands or mourning cards, and no 
laments in the advertising columns. 
To my mind, the money and thought 
can be better spent on food, clothing 
and shelter for somebody who lives. 
Those who love me or think kindly 
of me do not need to make any 
public parade of it; and I would 
rather that they were just them- 
selves. 

The simplest and most economical 
funerial would please me best. I 
would infinitely prefer to travel in 
an express waggon, with the driver 
in cap and apron. That at least 
would be ordinary and Tamiliar. A 
hearse always seems to me a mons- 
trosity, a glorification of gloom. 
Why fuss and frill when I am dead, 
anyway! 

Cut out the formal condolence 
stuff, unless it is a pledge of service 
to be done. No one is to leave 
things neglected to be at my fune- 
ral. No one is to be there because 
it is “the thing’ * or there is “a 
kind of duty” or “obligation”. No 
stranger is to be present representing 
anybody or anything; I dislike this 
“representing” formality. There is; 


to be no “chief mourner”; a chief- 
tainship in mourning seems a queer 
thing to me. No person indifferent 
to me and mihe in life is to stalk 
behind me when I am dead; not that 
it would bother me, but that I am 
sure it would bother him or her. 
There is to be no sex distinction at 
my funeral in any matter. 

I do not like formal religious ser- 
vices at funerals ; there is a tend- 
ency to lose sight of the spirit in 
adherence to the form.* If there is 
a minister of religion who is a good 
personal friend, let him come if he 
will and speak of me as he know 
me, faults and all, with no fancy 
turning of sentences. I would not 
like to have a strange minister com- 
mit me to the grave in a nice profes- 
sional way. I would rather have a 
layman friend tell what was in his 
heart, or her heart, and do and say 
those things which seemed to him. 
or her, to be right and true. 

The place of burial is really of no 
importance. I think of those who 
died in war or were committed to 
the sea. But if there be easy scope 
for a little sentiment, put me on a 
hillside near the trees where the 
birds will nest. There should be no 
“funeral flowers” except the wild 
ones nearest to the hand. There 
must be no headstones or decora- 
tions; to me they seem mere extra- 
vagances, doing nothing, meaning 
nothing; I have sometimes feared 
that they were only the hopeless 
monuments of a belated repentance. 

Let there be no period of mourn - 
I ing. The sooner the mind is free 
again from concentration on the dust 
I the better. There is too much to be 
; done for the living. 

:o 
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Fairbanks -Morse 

RAILROAD SUPPLIES 

Motor Cars, Track Tools, Electric Baggage 
Trucks, Hand Trucks Section 
Men’s Engines. 

Your recommendation of Fairbanks-Morse Railway 
Supplies will be appreciated. 

“Canada’s Departmental House for Mechanical Goods” 

The Canadian Fairbanks - Morse Co., Limited 

Halifax, St. John, Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, 
Hamilton, Windsor, Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Calgary, 
Vancouver, Victoria. 


L CHAPUT, FILS & CIE 

Limited. 

WHOLESALE GROCERS 
IMPORTERS— 
and MANUFACTURERS 

2 to 12 DeBresoles, MONTREAL 

OJA-C 

SHOE MACHINERY 

SHOE REPAIRING MACHINERY 

SHOE SUPPLIES 

UNITED SHOE MACHINERY OF CANADA Limited 

MONTREAL 

TORONTO — KITCHENER — QUEBEC 


Hudon, Hebert & Co. 

Limited 

WHOLESALE GROCERS and 

WINE MERCHANTS 

18 DeBresoles Street, - - - MONTREAL, Canada 

Taylor & Arnold Engineering Co. 

LIMITED 

Manufacturers of 

Railway, Marine and 

Brass Specialties 

MONTREAL WINNIPEG 



Comprised of 

Canadian Explosives, Limited. 

Dominion Cartridge Company, Limited. 

Canadian Fabrikoid, Limited. 

The Arlington Company of Canada, Limited. 

The Flint Varnish and Color Works of Canada, Limited. 
The Victoria Chemical Company, Limited. 

Head Office: 

120 St. James Street, MONTREAL, Canada. 

Consolidated Offices: Vancouver, Winnipeg, Toronto. 



SMALL TOOLS 



TAPS, DIES, REAMERS 
MILLING CUTTERS 
SPECIAL TOOLS 


PRATT & WHITNEY Co. 

of Canada, Limited. 

DUNDAS, Ontario 

HALIFAX, MONTREAL, TORONTO, WINDSOR, 
WINNIPEG, VANCOUVER. 


Canadian Pneumatic Tool Co., Limited 

Pneumatic Tools, Compressors, Hoists, 
Electric Drills, Etc. 


25-27 St. Antoine Street MONTREAL 



MA,™^.. Leatlier Belting for 43 Years 

snwuffam <a? U6 ‘ Toronto, ont. 

511 ^ r 3t - 38 Wellington St. East 

WINNIPEG, Man. ST Trmvwn 

Princess Street and Bannatyne Ave. 149 Prince Wm’iam Str 


VANCOUVER, B.C. 
560 Beatty Street 
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The Railroadmen’s Reliance for Accident and Health Insurance 


THE GLOBE INDEMNITY COMPANY OF CANADA 

(Formerly The Canadian Railway Accident Insurance Co.) 

Head Office: MONTREAL 

This Company has made a specialty of Railroadmen’s Accident and Health Insurance since the date of its inception and 
has insured more railroadmen and paid more i n claims to them than any other Company in Canada. 

PROMPT AND LIBERAL SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS 


K. T. MUNRO, Montreal 

A. M. McLELLAN, Moncton 
T. P. MeKENNA, West 8t. John 
ROBERT F. KERR, New Glasgow 

B. F. PORTER, Truro 
A. Y. McDonald, Glace Bay 
J. B. STEWART, New Glasgow. 

Policies guaranteed by The Liverpool & London & Globe Insurance 

Company, Limited. 


ASSETS OVER $70,000,000.00 [Seven ty Million Dollars] 

J. GARDNER THOMSON JOHN EMO JOHN PINKERTON 

President General Manager & Secretary Assistant Manager 


T. KEHOE, Calgary 
OWEN McGUIRE, Edmonton 
ANDREW LAKE, Winnipeg 
GEORGE PIKE, Winnipeg 
EDMUND DAWSON, Winnipeg 
E. E. WEST, Brandon 
LEWIS O’BRIEN, Port William 


E. W. PURVIS, Fort William 

W. AUBRY, North Bay 
W. F. WILSON, Toronto 
•T. M. STARKE, Farnham 
Wilfred LAFORTUNE, Montreal. 
E. PINARD, Montreal 
J. A. PELLETIER, Montreal 


Shows Advantages of 

Proportional Representation 

A. E. Parker Claims That Recent Test At 
Winnipeg Was Success. 


There are three lessens to besystem. The whole of the Winni- 


drawn from Winnipeg’s recent test 
of proportional representation, in 
the opinion of A. E. Parker, editor 
of Canadian Finance and himself an 
authority on “P.R.” They are: (1) 
Candidates now know that it is 
dangerous to risk an election depo- 
sit under the P.R. system if they 
are not sure of reasonable support 
from the electors. (2) Voters know 
that the figure 1 is not sufficient 
on a ballot and realize that their 
choices should be equal under ordi- 
nary conditions to at least the num- 
ber of candidates to be elected. ( 3 ) 
Voters know' that P.R. is practi- 
able and produces equitable results. 

Mr. Parker in his journal analyz- 
es carefully the features of Urn 
election, and declares that it was 
'‘an absolute triumph for the ad- 
vocates of proportional representa- 
tion.” He proceeds to set out in 
detail the method of counting the 
ballots and draw's his conclusions. 

P.R. w r as used in Winnipeg only 
in the provincial election, the con- 
tests in the remainder of the prov- 
ince being conducted under the ohl 


peg area was grouped into one con- 
stituency and ten seats in the Leg- 
islature were allotted to it. Forty- 
one candidates were nominated, 
consisting of 10 Liberals, 10 Conserv- 
atives, 10 Labor nominees and 11 
Independents. This superabundance 
of candidates w r as the cause of con- 
siderable trouble to the election of- 
ficials and the counting staff, and 
turned out to be somewhat costly to 
those candidates who lost their de- 
posits. The Manitoba Election Act 
provides that any defeated candi- 
didate who received first choices 
less in number than 25 per cent, of 
the quota shall lose his or her depo- 
sit of $200. Under this regulation, 
25 candidates lost their deposits, 
and the Government profited to the 
extent of $5,000. The candidates 
affected consisted of the following: 
Independents, 8; Liberals, 5; Labor 
nominees, 7; Conservative, 7. 

Transferable Vote. 

Under the P.R. system the voter 
has only one vote, but that vote is 
transferable. When marking the bal- 
lot the voter places the figure 1 op- 


posite the name of the candidate 
whom he wishes to see elected. That : 
figure 1 is called his first choice. 
He continues to place numbers op- 
posite the names of candidates he : 
favors ,the figure 2 against one, the 
figure three against another, and so 
on. The figure 2 denotes his second ; 
choice, the figure 3, his third choice, j 
etc. 


of votes before his election can be 
secured. There were 0,362 votes cast 
for the 11 Independent candidates 
on the first count but not one of 
these candidates benefitted suffi- 
ciently from the subsequent counts 
to secure election. In the ordinary 
form of election those who voted for 
these Independents w r ould liave*wast- 


Tlie first task of the counting 
staff w'as to tabulate the number 
of first choices given to the respect- 
ive candidates, and to segregate the 
ballot papers in separate bundles ac- 
cording to the candidates for whom 
they w r ere given. 

When the first count was com- 
pleted it was found that 47,427 good 
ballots had been cast. The quota was 
then -ascertained by dividing this 
number by one more than the num- 
ber of seats to be filled, adding one 
to the result. This meant that to 
secure election at this stage of the 
proceedings, a candidate had to 
have at least 4,312 votes. Two can- 
didates w r ere elected on the first 
count and a third candidate was 
elected on the second count. The 
fourth candidate was not elected un- ' 
til the 31st count, the fifth was • 
elected on the 32nd count, the sixth ! 
and seventh on the 33rd count and ! 
the remaining 1 three on the 37th ! 
count. 



ST. lUKE’S HOSPITAL 

Work executed in gold or in 
rubber at moderate prices. 
Our offices are under the su- 
pervision of experts — not stu- 
dents. 

Free Treatment to Poor 
School Children. 
TEETH EXTRACTED PAIN- 
LESSLY BY A NEW 
METHOD 

VISITING HOURS 8.30. to 8.30 


The independent candidates were 
entirely eliminated from the contest 
before it ended, plainly demon- 
strating that a candidate must be 
supported by a fairly, strong group 


88 St. Denis St. 

Between Dorchester and 
Lagauchetlere 
PHONE EAST 6782 
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ThatWhiff 
of Fragrance 

which never fails in its cheerful 
invitation to breakfast, comes 
more frequently, more invitingly, when it’s 

SEAL, BRAND COFFEE 

that is used. The famous Seal Brand flavour, fragrance 
and delicacy are sealed right into the Tin. 

In /S, i and 2-lb tins. Never sold in bulk. Whole, ground, and Fine-ground, 
for Tricolators and ordinary percolators. At all good dealers. 

"Perfect Coffee— Perfectly made” tells just how to make Coffee 
WRITE for it. 



It’s free; 


CHASE & SANBORN, MONTREAL. 


ed their votes, but under P.R. the 
votes were simply transferred to the 
next choices marked thereon. As a 
result of the various transfers the 
Liberal candidates received approx- 
imately 2,500 votes and the Con- 
servatives gained approximately 
1,400 votes more than was shown in 
the original count. It will be noted 
that the Independent vote went 
principally to the Liberal and Con- 
servative candidates when it w r as 
distributed. 

Fairness of Method. 

The final result demonstrates the 
fairness of proportional representa- 
tion as a method of elections, says 
Mr. Parker. The labor vote repre- 
sented a little more than 40 per 
cent, of the total vote and labor 
elected 40 per cent, of the members. 
The Liberal vote represented nearly 
40 per cent, of the total vote, and 
the Liberals elected 40 per cent, of 
the members. The Conservatives 
were supported bv votes represent- 
ing a little less than 20 per cent, of 
the total vote, and they elected 20 ' 
per cent, of the members. 

Advocates of the proportional re- 
presentation declare that P.R. gives! 
absolute freedom of choice to the I 
voter; that it encourages independ- 
ence on the part of the voter. An 
outstanding instance of this was giv 


| en in the transfer of the surplus of 
Dixon, the labor candidate. Dixon 

i 

i received 11,586 votes, being 7,274 
more than he needed. As a. result 
Dixon’s ballots were re-examined 
to ascertain the second choices mark- 
ed thereon. The result was as fol- 
lows: second choices for labor can- 
didates, 10,075; second choices for 
Liberal candidates, 368; second 
choices for Conservative candidates, 
310; second choices for Independ- 
ent candidates, 766; non-transfer- 
able, 67. This clearly shows that 
over 1,400 voters who originally 
voted labor marked their second 
choices for non-labor candidates. 

Freedom of Choice. 

Another instance is found in the 
result of the elimination of Jacob, 
a Liberal candidate. Jacob’s votes 
totaled 2,347 and they were distri- 
buted as follows: 91 votes went to 
i labor candidates, 147 votes to Con- 
servative candidates, 1,770 votes to 
Liberal candidates, 188 votes to In- 
dependent candidates, and 151 votes 
were non-transferable. 

The foregoing shows that over 18 
j per cent, of Jacob’s votes went to 
| candidates other than Liberal can 
; didates. 

The transfer of votes credited to 
Christie, Conservative candidate, at 
the time of his elimination, result- 


ed os follows: 33 votes went to La- 
bor candidates, 145 to Liberal can- 
didates, 1,354 to Conservative can- 
didates, 157 to Independent and 37 
were non-tranferable. 

From the foregoing it will be seen 
that neraly 20 per cent, of the Con- 
servative votes left the party when 
the transfer was made. 

In the last count 1,867 ballots 
were not transferable, or in other 
words, exhausted. This means that 
1,867 voters lost their votes because 
they, did not mark sufficient choic- 
es on their ballots. Many of them 
were content with just marking the 
figure 1. With 41 candidates it was 
necessary to mark at least 10 choic- 
es on the ballot, and those who did 
not do that ran the risk of having 
their ballots used up — each of the 
candidates marked thereon having 
possibly been either elected or de- 
feated. 


SIDE-LINES 


(Bii KENNEDY CRONE) 


FIVE ROSES FLOUR 

FOR BREADS -CAKES 
PUDDINGS *JJ 
PASTRIES 


you 



Can 


EE There are housewives whose cake ~ 
is always praised — whose pastry 
famous for its melting flakiness 
whose firm, light bread wins daily 
compliments — whose paddings are 
noted for savoury lightness— whose 
cookies are so lastingly crisp. 

They have one rule that applies to 
all their baking 

Can you guess it? 



F OR the greater part of the year 
my view in spare moments is 
largely made up of bricks — plain and 
fancy, good and bad, fresh and dirty, 
cheap and dear, red, yellow, buff and 
tapestry. They have their uses, but 
they were not made as rest or enter- 
tainment for the eye or to be contem- 
plated when the mind seeks relief from 
worry or puzzle. They are hard, harsh, 
coarse things with not a jot of sym- 
pathy or understanding of human 
desire. Frills like cut stone trim or 
castellated zinc at roof lines, or wood- 
en stairs and little dabs of wooden 
galleries, break the. expanse in a 
small but' unimpressive way. Avaunt 
brick! I know thee well and I like 
thee not! Avaunt, once more! 

In the summer some trees bravely 
try to soften the brick, but there are 
not enough trees and too many bricks. 
The few trees in most of the places 
I am thinking of look as if they had 
strayed freiti home and get into bad 
company. There are not enough of 
them to elevate the character of the 
company. 

For a brief period of the year I see 
no bricks when I sit down or roam 
around at leisure. Trees, hay, grass 
and flowers have almost a monopoly 
of the view. Who wants to look at 
brick when there is offering a pano- 
rama of nature’s handiwork to charm 
the eye and lighten the mind and 
freshen the body? Any votes to the 
contrary? None. Carried. 

The sad thing of it all is how 
many persons are condemned to bricks, 
bricks, bricks in this country of great 
stretches of nature. Most of the 
huddting together is quite unnecessary, 
anyway, for all the ordinary purposes 
of earning a living and living; all we 
need is a little change of spirit and a 
little turn in the angle of viewpoint. 
The rest is easy. 


.♦j Masson Dental, Co. Ltd. ** 
V Dental Scientists « 

7 Teetli extracted without pain. A 
,, — Novo-Codine 

i^i 

i 152 PEEL STREET ? 

♦ Up 5602 K 

? 860 ST-DENIS « 

» St. Louis 4613 ♦ 

OPEN EVENINGS ” 


PRETTY FAIR 


According to the New York 
“ Times”, the Brooklyn Rapid 
Transit Company has in the 
course of sixteen years paid 
dividends aggregating $3,- 
761,000 on a capital of $50,- 
000. This was the total amount 
lhat the “ frenzied” financ- 
iers” who got the original 
franchise invested. 

The money to construct the 
system was secured through 
the sale of bonds and of 
course they got very comfort- 
able “rake-offs” on the 
bonds, and according to the 
“Times”, they have received 
460 per cent, each year on 
them. 


Gives 


More Gas 
Per Pound 


Manufactured by 

Canada Carbide Co., Ltd 

Works: 

SHAWINIGAlN falls, 
QUE. 

Head Office: 

POWER BUILDING, 
MONTREAL. 
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THE PEST - HOLE 

Being a Further Examination into the Horrors 
of St. Louis Street. 


(By Kennedy Crone) 

The Railroader promised to follow ! these families is very high compared 
up the story, outlined in the issue vvit{l civic standards — proibably 

of July 10, 1 ‘oncerning the dreadful 0,1 accoimt of milk retailing at 12 
, , . , , , . 1 cents the quart. Some of the 

conditions under [Which human beings motheM will not give m ;i k to their 

were existing and dying before , children, a-s they have found from 
their time — on *St. Louis street, ! experience that same immediately 
a kind of leprous No Man’s Land | f ause s illness among the babies: this 


sandwiched between the model mu- 


5 is easily explained on account of the 


I evident /way milk is bandied. Mos 
nicipalities of St. Lambert and ; quitoes are very much in evidence 
Greenfield Park. Letters, telephone in' this district, even at this early 
calls and visitors have been num- 1 date (June 28th). Ignorance seem- 
erous at this office in the ccmection, I ed rampant in the district. 

and it is hoped that out of all the' 1 “ We are ^formed that 

sanitary conditions are so bad at 
fuss something real will l>e aecom- certain seasons of the year, that the 
plished in the name of humanity and St. Lambert authorities have had 
common decency. occasion to post policemen at both 

Dr. W. A. L. Styles, Executive Se- ; encLs ot ' tho street t0 V^vent the 
„ . ^ . _ T ~ residents of this locality from coming 

eretary of the Balby Welfare Com- ] lnt0 st Lambert . 7 

mittee, and the undefeated cham- 
pion of Montreal babies, although 
the reactionaries have pulled him 
over a 


“Contagious diseases are season- 
ally present throughout the region 
under survey and their ruthless ac- 


t , . tivities are Well illustrated by the 

lot of rough places, wrote . e J 

7 nnmhnr nr ^ n rhmn rixin r\ in fh/i 


in part: — 

“I have just read your article in 
the Canadian Railroader, issue of 
July 10, under caption, ‘Policemen 
Periodically Segregate Pest ill ole 
Near Montreal’. I must say that 
your comment is both warranted and 
timely. As the one who originally 
investigated this district, I must 
confess that your criticism of the 
permitted existence of such ‘pest 
holes ’ is a deep reflection on the 
public health conscience of the Pro- 
vince of Quebec, and a direct chal- 
lenge to our Provincial Board of 
Health, who, knowing of the ex- 
istence of this public health menace, 
have nevertheless, permitted same 
to exist, thus wiping of much of 
our population — potential and other- 
wise ’ \ 

Dr. Styles enclosed a copy of the 
original survey made by him and 
Nurses- Scott, Gauthier and Reid on 
behalf of the Baby Welfare Com- 
mittee, and this eonfirms what had 
already been commented on in the 
Railroader and in some respects in- 
tensifies the horror of the story. 
The summary of the survey is worth 
repeating in full, and needs no com- 
ment. Let it sink in: — 

“The district surveyed, St- Louis 
street, immediately adjoins St. Lam- 
bert, Quo., from which it is separated 
by the railroad tracks. The street 
is about one-half a mile long, with 
houses on both sides of ' the street. 
Most of the houses are owned by the 
tenants. The, entire district is un_ 
provided with any sanitary arrange- 
ments of any description, — save of 
primitive origin. 

“Percentage of milk used by 


families surveyed. 

“A physician was seen the entire 
afternoon paying calls to families 
along the street. One observer who 
lives adjacent to the church advises 
that ‘thirty-two babies were christ- 
ened within twenty-six days’... 

“There is immediate and impera- 
tive need of an installation of a 
system of sewerage disposal and 
water supply, 'which the Provincial 
Board of Health have the authority 
to install even over tho heads of 
ignorant and protesting tax.payers. 
Also, there is a crying need of a 
Child Welfare Station, with a com- 
petent Nurse, to combat the unpa- 
ralleled ignorance concerning child 
hygiene extant in this district.’ ’ 

The survey goes into numerous 
specific details. Here are a, few 
cases of babies examined. Try to 
picture these little strangers just 
coming into life to be' hustled out of 
it again, or to drag on to inefficient 
manhood and womanhood: — 

“Baby No. 1. — Baby is 13 1-2 
months old, already 20 ozs. under- 
weight: breastfed only two weeks, 
weaned on account of illness raging 
in family: -baby eats at table the 
same food as ‘re-st of (family’: 9 
children alive, with 4 dying in in- 
fancy, and I miscarriages family 
taking only 1 quart of milk a day: 
baby has an active condition of 
rickets, acute bronchitis, and greatly 
enlarged tonsils. 

Baby No. 2. Baby is 2 1-2 
months old, already 20 ozs. under- 
weight: breast-fed 2 months and 
weaned ‘because baby looked sick’: 
6 children are alive, and 4 dead: 
baby has an eczema, of face and a 
hernia of the navel. 

“Baby No. 3. — Baby is 4 1-2 
months, and already 2 1-2 inches 
undersized: never breast 'fed: 


brought up on undiluted cow's milk, 
and at present hakes 5 ozs “when- 
ever the bottle is handy”: 5 child- 
ren alive, 2 dead and 1 miscarriage; 
balby just recovering from an attack 
of ‘Summer Diarrhoea’: eczema of 
face: pitiful condition of 11 n clean- 
liness of body and clothes. 

“Baby No. 4. — Baby is 6 months 
old and already 2 1-2 inches under- 
sized and 60 ozs underweight: 6 
children alive, wdth 3 dead and 1 
miscarriage: no cow’s milk is. used 
by this family, who buy 3 cans of 
condensed milk a week: all babies 
have died from acute contagious 
diseases which run rampant in this 
district: both home and baby are 
filthy: mother is a pronounced 
mental defective. 

“Baby No. 5. — Baby is 6 months 
old, but never breast-fed: was fed 
on undiluted cow’s milk and “the 
run of the table”.: family own 5 
cow t s and supply t lie neighborhood 
with milk: milk is kept under very 
unsanitary coalitions: 7 children 
living and 8 dead.” 

In seven out of fifteen cases ex- 
amined babies were weaned on ac- 
count of illness of either mother or 
infant. 

Let us look at the weekly wages 
of some of the fathers of families 
on St. Louis street, for these, too, 
doubtless play a part in the general 
demoralization: — 

Father No. 1, $20 (three children); 

Father No. 2, $30 (six children 
living, three dead) ; 

Father No. 3, $25 (five children); 

Father No. 4, $22 (nine children 
living, four dead); 

Father No. 5, $30 (six 'children 
living, four dead); 

Father No. 6, $19 (five children 
living, three dead); 

Father No. 7, $30 (five children); 

Father No. 8, $33 (five children); 

Father No. 9, $24 (three children 
living, three dead); 

Father No. 10, $35 (one child); 

Father No. 11, $40 (four children) ; 

Father No. 12 $23 (five children); 

Father No. 13, $20 (six children 
living, three dead);" 


Father No. .14, $30 (two children). 

Remember, too, that most of 
these men have been trying to build 
their own homes; they are, potent- 
ially at least, an excellent class of 
citizens. 

Although it was probably brought 
to their attention in otheT ways, 
quite <a number of St. Lambert resi- 
dents being red-hot on the thing 
from one viewpoint or another, the 
Railroader sent copies of the paper 
to the mayor and alderman of St. 
lambert and a letter (on July, 33) 
trusting that the administration 
would inaugurate on its own behalf, 
or demand the inauguration from 
the Superior Board of Health and 
other responsible authorities, of a 
campaign to ameliorate the dreadful 
conditions pointed out. The Town 
Council has made no official respon- 
se, although Mayor Gordon was good 
enough to state to the Railroader 
the town ’s side of the case and to 
answ r er a number of questions. 

Copies of the paper and a letteT on 
lines similar to the one sent to St. 
Lambert were forwarded to the 
chairman of the Superior Board of 
Health, which is the provincial body 
responsible for care of the general 
health of the people. The letter was 
dated July 13, but no ans\ve^ has 
been received. 

I asked Mayor Gordon if St. 
Lambert lad officially communica- 
ted with the Superior Board of 
Health oa the question at any time. 
“Oh, yes”, said he, “but we never 
got any sari .faction. You know how 
slow government departments are!” 
Meanwhile, filth and disease and 
neglect, nearly all of which could 
be prevented, take their toll in lives 
and .afflictions. 

On account of shortage of space, 
Mayor Gordon’s story and other en- 
lightening matters in this notorious 
case have to be held over until next 
issue. 

(At the time of going to press a 
reply has been received from the 
Town Council of St. Lambert.) 



I 'age 8 


THE CANADIAN RAILROADER 


July 31st, 1920 


(Eattaiiian SUtttroator 

WEEKLY 

The Official Organ of the Fifth Sunday Meeting 
Association of Canada 

Organized Sept. 1916 

Incorporated under Dominion Letters Patent. 

April, 1919. 

J. A. Woodward, President C. P. R. Conductor 

J. N. Potviu, Vice-President C. P. R. Train Dispatcher 

W. E. Berry, Sec.-Treasurer G. T. R. Conductor 

Executive Committee. 

S. Dale, C. P. R. Engineer; D. Trindall, G. T. R. Locomotive En- 
gineer; John Hogan, C. P. R. Assistant Roadmaster; Archie Du- 
fault, C. P. R. Conductor; E. McGilly, C. P. R. Locomotive Fire- 
man; W. T. Davis, General Yard Master; W. Farley, C. P. R. 
Locomotive Engineer; M. James, C. P. R. Engineer; S. Pugh, 
G. T. R. Conductor; Win. Parsons, C. G. R. Agent. 

Issued in the interest of Locomotive Engineers, Railroad Con- 
ductors, Locomotive Firemen, Railroad Trainmen (Switchmen), 
Maintenance of Way Men, Railroad Telegraphers and employees 
in all branches of the service. 

Membership open to all who toil by Hand or Brain. 

\ early subscription : $2.00 Single copies ... 5 cents 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY 
TIIE CANADIAN RAILROADER LIMITED 
316 Lagauchetifere St. W., Comer Beaver Hall Hill, Montreal. 

Telephone: MAIN 6222 

GEO. PIERCE, Editor. KENNEDY CRONE, Associate Editor. 


Uijat About (Eanaita ? 


A CCORDING to Mr. Houston, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
it has been estimated that the American people spent 
$22,000,000,000 in luxuries last year. The figure is so big 
that it is hard to grasp; one can only gasp. 

The estimates are given below, those under 1 and 2 being 
based on tin* tax-rates and tax-receipts, while those under 3 are 
based on such information as the experts of the Treasury Depart- 
ment could gather from different sources: 



Estimated Expenditure for Certain Articles Upon Which Federal 
Taxes Are Now Levied .- 

Cluwing-gum $ 50,000,000 

Candy 1,000,000,000 

O.gareiies . . 800,000,000 

Mol t drinks, including ice-cream and soda 350 000,000 

Perfumery and cosmetics * 750 000 000 

Admissions and dues ! SOoRoOO 

.Teweilcry 500,000,000 

Cereal beverages 230,000^00 

Ligars . . . 510,000,000 

1 obacco and snuff 800,000,000 

Sporting goods 25,000,000 

b l rearms and shells 50,000,000 

Hunting and shooting garments 7 000 000 

Cigar- and cigarette-holders ... 1 non non 

Fur articles . . ! . ! ! ! SOO.OOoJoO 

A achts ],ooo,ooo 

Carpets, rugs and wearing-apparel (on excesses over stated 

l lripps ) 1,500,000,000 


Total of above $7,674,000,000 

o 

^! verio ' s 3,000,000 

} ianos, organs, victrolas, etc 250,000,000 

Electric fans, portable . . . ' 8,000,000 

Art works 15,000,000 

Toilet soaps, etc 400,000,000 

Automobiles and parts 2,000,000,000 


Total $2,676,000,000 


3 

Additional Articles 

Ice-cream . . $ 250,000,000 

Cakes, confections, etc 350,000,000 

Luxurious services 3,000,000,000 

Luxuries in hotels and restaurants 750,000,000 

Luxurious food, etc 5,000,000,000 

Other luxuries — joy-riding, pleasure resorts, races, etc. . . 3,000,000,000 


Total $12,350,000,000 

Total estimated expenditures $22,700,000,000 

Mr. Houston says: 


“Opinion will differ as to whether many of these articles should be 
classed as luxuries or non-essentials and -expenditure on them as unwise or 
extravagant. Expenditure in reasonable measure for many of the articles 
would not be regarded as luxurious or wasteful, but expenditure in such 
volume on any. of them and the aggregate expenditure for such things and 
services would, I imagine, be regarded as unreasonable and extravagant 
especially in view of present domestic and world conditions. I am aware of 
the fact that no one would ask the public to eliminate all such expenditure or 
expect the public to make more than a reasonable reduction of it. 

“As bearing on the clamor about the shortage of sugar, I would call 
your attention to the expenditure, outside of the household, that is, on things 
prepared or sold outside of ‘the household, in which sugar is a large ingredient, 
of $1,000, 000, 000 for candy, $350,000,000 for soft drinks, $230,000,000 for 
cereal beverages, $250,000,000 for ioeecream, and $350,000,000 for cakes, 
confections, etc., a total of over $2,000,000,000. ’ 1 

Would it be reasonable to suppose that Canadian expenditure 
on luxury is ns great, proportionately, as American expenditure? 
Our own Minister of Finance has hereby suggested to him a line 
of enquiry that would be of great interest. Some of the sub-heads 
might be — How mycli Canadian capital is in non-essential occu- 
pations; how much human effort is being used in the production 
of non-essential goods which might be turned to the production 
of iiecessities and cause a reduction in the cost of living; how 
much material required in or as necessities is at present being 
used in non-essential production? 

If we had any reliable idea as to the amount of luxuries con- 
sumed in ( anada, and the classes of people who consume them, we 
might find new ways to reorganize some things for the benefit 
of the whole community instead of screeching at Labor. 

K. C. 
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‘HE EAGLE SCREAMS When Workers L’arn Their Lesson 


This scream of the eagle appears 
in the latest issue of the Dearborn 
Independent, “ Henry Ford’s 
Weekly.” The combination of the 
hot weather and the “Glorious 
Fourth” was evidently too much for 
the Independent, which is usually 
well-balanced : 

World Leadership 

Leadership in world affairs has 
from time to time changed from one 
city and country to another. Three 
thousand years ago, at the time of 
David and Solomon, Tyre was the fin- 
ancial and commercial capital of the 
known earth. Tyre was in Syria, old 
Phqenicia, on the parallel of North 
Florida. The ships of the bold Phoe- 
nicians went to all parts of the 
Mediterranean — their world. The 
clanging bell of time called down 
the curtain, and all that is left of 
the once flourishing metropolis is 
the little town of Sar. The shifting 
sand has "filled the once spacious 
harbor. The crown of Tyre passed to 
Carthage. That was in the days of 
slow-moving ships, propelled by 
oars or sails. Then supremacy went 
to Venice, in Italy; next to Ham- 
burg and the leagued Teutonic ci- 
ties of the Baltic; then Portugal' 
became the great seafaring coun- 
try; followed by Spain, the discover-; 
er of America, and Spain was a great j 
power; following supremacy passed 
to Holland; then up to 1914, to 
Great Britain. 

Now the eighth country-America-- 
is on top. Previous to 1914 England 
was the richest world nation, and 
we owed it so much money that the 
annual interest was $300,000,000. 
Before the war we owed four billion 
dollars abroad. 

Now America is the richest na- 
tion and the financial centre. We 
possess one-third of the total wealth 
of (lie world. 

Before the Great War English 
ships dominated the sea and Eng- 
land built more ships each year then 
any other country. When our ship- 
building programme ends in 1920 we 
will have more ships than England. 


The world is in need of raw ma- 
terial. While we have but 6 per cent 
of the population of the world, and 
have about 7 per cent of the landed 
area of the world, we have the raw 
material. Get that big fact into 
your mind. 

We produce 7 per cent, of the 
world’s copper; 65 per cent of the 
petroleum; 75 per cent, of the corn; 
60 per cent of the cotton; 50 per 
cent of the coal; 40 per cent of the 
iron and steel; 35 per cent of the 
silver; 20 per cent of the gold; 60 
per cent of the lead; 25 per cent of 
the wheat; 85 per cent of the auto- 
mobiles; 75 per cent of the phos- 
phates; but to call off the full list 
of materials we produce would be to 
name almost all the natural resourc- 
es of the earth. 

We have more miles of railroad, 
more schools, more newspapers, and 
more banks than any other coun- 
try. We invented the steamship, the 
reaper and mower, the sewing ma- 
chine, anaesthetics, the telegraph, 
the typewriter, rubber clothing, the 
electric light, the bicycle, the sub- 
marine, sleeping and dining cars, 
the automobiles, the motion picture 
machine, the sand blast, the type- 
setting machine, the ice machine, 
calculating machines, shoes, cloth- 
ing, metal and woodworking ma- i 
chines, cold storage, the canning of ^ 
meats, fruits and vegetables, con- j 
densed milk, and many score by- ' 
products and utilities that are now ! 
i absolutely essential to a tolerable 
j existence. 

In science art, medicine, litera- 
I ture, statesmanship, education, and 
! philanthropy, our country has given 
! wonderful achievements and contri- • 
butions to the progress of mankind. 

Since Solomon built his temple! 
30 centuries ago, in a city now after j 
hundreds of years in Christian I 
| hands, the Torch of Leadership lias j 
been seized by one country after 
another in Europe until now it has 
been taken by the central country j 
of the New World, a country inha- ! 
bited by the best fed, best clothed 
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By W. H. STOBER Spokane Lodge,. Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, 


When you’ve worked an’ toilet an* sweated 
Fer forty year, an’ moie, 

An’ the wolf is still a-howlin ’ 

An’ scratchin at ver door; 

An’ yuh find that Old Prosperity’s 
Arrivin’ purty late: 

Don’t it kind o’ start vuh thinkin’ 

Thet yuh should co-operate? 

When yer boy’s jest right fer college 
An’ yer girl fer boardin’ school; 

An’ yuh find you’re short of savin’s 
As is giner’ly the rule 

An’ yuh feel that you’ve been handed 
Sieh a nasty jolt by Fate; 

Don’t yuh wish thet you’d l’arned sooner 
How yuh could co-operate? 


Some ’ll say it isn’t proper 

Fer workin’ folks to live, 

With their left hands out a-graspin’ 

What their right hands hov to give; 
But “Big Business” knows ez I do, 

That there’s truth in what I state; 
When the workers l’arn their lesson 
They will ALL co-operate. 


best housed, best educated, and best 
amused people in all the world — a 
people with one speech, with one 
flag, one Constitution and one pur- 
pose. 

1900 PER CENT 

PROFIT OF ARMOURS 
IN THE FOUR WAR YEARS 

(Labor, Washington, D.C.) 

In 1916 the capital stock of Ar- 
mour k Co., member of the “Big 
Five” packing house trust in Chica- 
go, wias $20,000,000. This week it 
will have been increased to $400,-) 
000,000, according to an announce- 
ment which appeared on the finan- 
cial page of the New York Times, 
issue of July 7. 

This is an increase of 1,900 per) 
cent in four years without invest- 
ment of a single additional dollar. 

After paying regular dividends 
this immense excess profit remained 
and was converted into stock divi- 
dends in order to escape payment 
of war taxes. This is permitted 
under a recent ruling of the United 
States Supreme Court, which held 
that stock dividends are not subject 
to taxation as excess profits. Also 
it- is “legalized” through the con- 
nivance of Attorney General Palmer 
and the Department of Justice un- 
der an agreement reached between 
the Attorney General and the pack, 
ers for withdrawal of suits which 
had been entered under the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act. 

Why Plucking Is Easy 

Attorney General Palmer gave , 
the packers a “clean bill" of health”! 
and said they constituted a good 1 
trust. It is easy to pluck the public 
when the pluckers control the gov- 
ernmental authorities. 

While this extortionate profit is . 
thus publicly admitted by Armour | 
k Co., there no doubt are other^hid- j 
deu profits in the packing-house in- j 
dustry. 1 


In announcing the above recap- 
italization Armour & Co. last week 
j cut another big melon equal to 100 
per cent on its common stoek, prac- 
tically all of which is held by mem- 
bers of the Armour family. 

. Increasing Capital Stock 
In October, 1916, the capital stock 
of Armour k Co. was increased froin 
$20,000,000 to $100,000,000, and the 
additional $80,000,000 stock created 
at that time was given to sharehold- 
ers. This came as a stock dividend 
of 400 per cent, going exclusively to 
the Armour family. 

Again, on August 23, 1918, the 
capital stock was increased, this 
time to $210,000,000. This wias done 
by advancing the volume of com- 
mon stock to $150,000,000 and the 
creation' of an issue of $60,000,000 
authorized preferred stock. 

The Public Will Pay 
Therefore it will be seen that dur- 
ing the four great profiteering war 
years Armour k Co. have boosted 
their capital stock from $20,000,000 
to $400,000,000, an increase of $380,- 
000,000 or 1900 per cent, without the 
investment of a dollar. 

Henceforth and forevermore pur- 
chasers of Armour and Co. products 
will pay a price that will guarantee 
at least 7 per cent to the members 
of the Armour family on this in- 
flated capital stock. In the mean- 
time these same purchasers will 
continue to pay the war debt, while 
members of the Armour family es- 
cape their just burden through the 
kindness of the United States Su- 
preme Court and the Department of 
Justice, 
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Trade Unions And Ex-Service Men 


T HE Railroader has pleasure in 
giving space to Mr. Bernard 
Rose’s answer to the editorial of 
July 17 which dealt with Mr. Rose’s 
attack on some British trade unions 
for refusing eaudoyment to ex-ser- 
vice men. Whether, M t. Ros.j is more 
fully informed about trad- union 
conditions and practice than I am, 
is a matter that may be left to Knji- 
rd:» C er readers -he majority of 
whom are trade unionists or others 
interested in '■ ic labor movement 
and social prog-ess generally from 
various standpoints. I know that mv 
intimate acquaintance with trade 
unionism (began when I was about 
niue years of age, aud I had the 
memorable experience of starving, in 
as genteel a manner as possible, as 
a small contribution towards modify, 
ing the Pecksniff ian autocracy of a 
gentleman who locked out his em- 
ployees, including my father, for a 
period of fourteen weeks or so; and 
that it lias been fairly continuous, 
and constantly growing more inti- 
mate, ever since. 

Mr. Rose does not see the con- 
nection with the lawyers ’ union in 
the matter. He tells, however, that 
lawyers have to “ serve their time”, 
so to .speak; so that the ex-service 
man without experience has no more 
chance of getting into the legal 
trade union right away than into 
any of the British trade unions re- 
ferred to. If by some freak of cir- 


cumstance an untrained ex-service 
man were allowed to work at the 
legal business, possibly the lawyers 
might “strike’ , too. 

If an ex-service man -without 
training and without complying wi t li 
the various other conditions of the 
legal business would be refused em_ 
ploy meat in the legal business, why 
should Mr. Rose insist on trade 
unions accepting without conditions 
any untrained ex-service man who 
comes along? If it is not done in 
Mr. Rose’s business, the legal busi- 
ness, why rave because it is not 
done in others? The point made w'as 
that in the very few instances where 
British trade unions had refused 
•employment to ex-service men, 
there were reasons just as substantial 
as the legal trade union -would give 
! against accepting a novice as a full- 
fledged barrister simply because 
that novice was an ex-service man. 

Trade unions generally have given 
the square deal to returned men: in 
nearly all cases they have made 
special provision of one sort or 
another for them. The returned 
man will always get a decent hearing 
from a trade union; if his expe- 
rience with trade unions were the 
general experience , there would not 
be so many complaints from men 
w r ho, having served their country in 
war, are entitled to have it safe- 
guard their interests in peace. 

K. C. 


The Young Man’s 

Best Recommendation 


A Savings Account is more than 
a start towards financial indepen- 
dence — it is a mark of character. 

One of the strongest recommen- 
dations in the world of business 
that a young man can present, is a 
Merchants Bank Pass-Book, show- 
ing a record of consistent savings. 

A Savings Account may be open- 
ed with $1.00, which shows how 
highly we regard the accounts of 
those who desire to save. 
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Following is Mr. Rose’s letter,, 

which closes the si i-bjec t : : 

Editor, 

Canadian Railroader. 

I would have much app* -ciated 
your having sent me a copy of 
your issue of the 17th, containing an 
editorial in which I am given a 
great deal of prominence. True, it 
is tinged with bits of sarcasm to 
which a busy letter writer like my 
self becomes accustomed. To this of 
course I have no objection. I regret 
that you think I have solved many 
public questions to my own satis, 
faction. These are as difficult of 
solution as the means to lie adopted 
to reduce the price of paper. 

Had the writer of the editorial 
given the matter that I discussed 
any thought ; if he was at all ac- 
quainted with conditions, he would 
not so hastily have jumped into 
print. Unfortunately, the “Rail- 
roader” being so important a Jour- 
nal, must be careful of its space, 
and limits me to that taken up by 
the editorial mentioned. 

I have nothing to apologize for 
in connection with the letter I ! 
wrote. If you are prepared to give j 
me the space, T will give you ins- 
tances of the arbitrary conduct of 
certain trade unions in the Old 
Country, altogether apart from those; 
mentioned by Onioned Hurst, whom 
1 quoted. The attitude of the trade , 
unions i.n Great Britain, who have j 
acted in the manner to call forth | 
the denunciation of Colonel Hurst 
and General Haig, is still being se ; 
verelv criticized. 

You refer to my not specifying 
conditions, if I know them at all. 
Perhaps you will permit me to say ! 
that 1 know as much of trade union 1 
conditions and trade union practices; 
as the -writer. 

As to local conditions, if you 
will bo good enough to refer to the 
Gazette of June 30th, 1919, you 
will be enlightened. Personally, J 
know of one instance* where a strike! 
was threatened by the men in the 
factory (because a returned man was j 
employed. As to the subject being! 
two years old in Britain, I refer him 
to the Gazette of February 19th, 
of this year. He might as well look 
up the Manchester Weekly . Guard- 
ian of January 23rd, 1920. The Lon 
don Spectator, of October lltli, 1919, 
contains a letter bv Mr. James Bak- 


1 er, which will also furnish informa- 
tion- to “K. C. ” Almost every num- 
j ber of “John Bull”, one of the wid- 
est read English weeklies, contains 
an item referring to the refusal of 
1 certain trade unions to treat the 
I ox-service men with common de- 
| cency. 

I fail to see what .purpose is served 
I by referring to the Lawyers’ Union. 

| “ K. O. ” knows very little about 
■ it, and he has put his foot into it 
(this time. The Lawyers’ Union ad- 
mits to membership any and all per- 
sons who pass the examination. It 
does not fear competition through the 
increasing number who may be 
called to the Bar. If there -were 
thousands of ex-service men who 
had undergone a course of train- 
ing, as so many ex-service men have, 
and passed the examination, they 
would readily be admitted. As a 
matter of fact special legislation 
was passed whereby students were 
admitted to the practise of law by 
; simply passing an oral examination. 
Have the unions criticized done as 
; well and better? The Bar Assoc ia- 
[ tion is not a union. It makes rules 
j concerning the conduct of its mem- 
bers and the conditions governing 
membership, but it would not dare 
refuse membership on the paltry 
grounds given by certain trade 
unions. 

As to discrimination against re- 
turned men, if you would take the 
trouble of speaking to a goodly per- 
centage you might find that they 
have/ a grievance. 

I am not going to condemn all 
unions for the sins of some, but 
where unions or union men discri- 
minate against the returned men 
they must expect to be subjected 
to criticism. The railroad organiza- 
tions in this country treated the 
returned man with the respect he 
deserves. If their example was fol- 
lowed there would be no cause for 
fault finding. Mr. Frank Griffard 
informs me that the Metal and 
Building Trades Union offers spe- 
cial faeilitieis to the returned man. 
In fact they do all they can 
to give him a chance. Let us 
hope for the good of all concerned, 
no ground of complaint will be give- ’ 
tn the returned men and his friends 
as a result of any discrimination by 
any union in Canada. 

Bernard Rose. 
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Results of Farmer-Labor Coalition in 


Ontario As Seen By Railroad Man 


(By R. W HALLEY, 


in magazine of Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen and Enginemen.) 


T.atelv I have been reading in the on a Labor ticket, for all public of- 

Magazine letters from all over the con , .. . ,, , , i; •, 

To demonstrate that the landslide 
tim'Ut advising our members 'to quality ^ faU was n()t a << flash in the pan ,” 

themselves to vote, ami to prepare for j,ut wa8 a rea i determination on the 
the coming elections. This is really part of the producing classes of Can- 
very important and every man must ada to take matters into their own j 
not' only do so himself, but in this hands instead of allowing the privileg- 
respeet must truly make himself “his ed interests to continue fattening on 
brother ’s keeper. ’ ’ Every man should the work of the people and the natural 
make up his mind right now that elec- resources of the country, the farmers 
lions are not won just by voting, have elected several members and j 
There are a multitude of tasks which Labor one member, to the Federal 
have to be performed during a earn- House of Commons at Ottawa, through 
paign and every man and woman will bye-elections. 

be needed if success is to be ours. The During the Labor candidate’s cam- 
most essential qualification, however, paign, the opposition, realizing they 
is the ability to work hard, takers lots were fighting with their backs to the ; 
of abuse, and come up smiling. wall, brought their heavyweights from 

.Since my last contribution to the i all parts of the country. They played 
Magazine, “A Political Revolution”, I dirty tactics, drew red herrings across 
there have been so many interesting i the trail, in fact, put up such a fight 
developments in the labor movements , as has never been known in a bve- 
in Ontario, that 1 believe a brief re election. The producing classes, how 
view of these developments will be of ever, have had enough of the kind of 
interest to our members all over the ; government that has been given them 
continent. Labor has made more sub in the past, and the returned soldiers, 
stantial progress, and will derive more the farmers, and industrial workers 

real benefits, from the legislation of stood solid. The result of the po I 
’ - — t.„i™ r,ooQ votes; Liberal,; 
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he d resent session of the Provincial was: Labor,. 5,293 w«^o , — . ., - 1 

Parliament, than from any previous j 3,103 votes; Conservative, 3,060 votes, isted as to the breadth and spirit of { an aecoimt 0 f the whole 

teJsr: “r™' rrrr zsn t t£ 

mldier member to the legislature. The pretty generally conceded that «he |8 ee » row °< Labor ?«m, of the most important resolutions. 


soldier member to the legislature. The ", , .. T 

soldier lined up with Labor and this Farmer-Labor combination can win ; actual workers, representing Labor 
oroup forming a coalition with the j everywhere when the general elections Labor knows exactly what it wants 
farmers gives them a majority in the take place. and how to ge 1 . & or a <*<> v,i 

House of three. The results have The Independent Labor Party held ; fee to it that the on } cu 

clearly demonstrated that the only way its convention at London, Out., a in the process am >e i-a o u I 
for Labor is to stand solidly aloof short time ago. There were delegates sieged interests. , 

from all the old political parties, and i present from all parts of the Province, j A large amount of important bus 1- 
to put Up straight Labor candidates, and any doubt which may have ex- ness was dealt with. . pace am 





The first was a resolution calling on 
the Dominion or Federal Government 
to introduce into all schools a text- 
book dealing Avith international history 
in an unbiased manner, this to have 
a tendency to do away with the ini- 
| perialistic and militaristic character 
' of the present teaching, and thereby 
| be in keeping with the spirit of the 
League of Nations. This resolution 
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making of fine Chocolates demands 
more than men and machines. It is a 
science brought to perfection only by 
experience and specialized endeavor. 

The experience of half a century is 
behind the “Delecto” assortment of 
_ B. Chocolates, which consists of 
Creams, Nuts, Fruits, Hard Centers, 
Nugatines and Marshmallows. 
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carried without one dissenting vote. 
The second resolution called for the 
gradual elimination of taxation on the 
necessities of life, and application to 
such things as unearned increment, 
land values, large corporations, etc. 

The capitalist press immediately 
shouted free trade, class legislation, 
etc. This is nothing of the kind. It 
is simply a removal of taxation from 
the necessities of life to the Avorking 
class, which they pay at present in- 
directly, through tariff taxation, and 
making up the necessary revenue from 
those who sit back and speculate iu 
land, stocks and bonds, draw divid- 
1 ends, etc., and who take no part in 
beneficial production. Each plank in 
the Labor platform Avas gone into 
thoroughly and, Avith the two above 
additions, Was adopted. This gives 
the Labor party of Ontario a plat- 
form than which none in the Avorld is 
more progressive. Coupled with the 
spirit Avliich has been manifested and 
the will to carry it out, one can see the 
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Salt of Enviable 
Reputation 


industrial workers in the towns and 
cities. It has abolished the property 
qualifications in municipal elections. 
That is, a man will no longer have lo 
own a certain amount of property to 
qualify for municipal office, as in 
the past. This is one of the many 
barriers that have kept so many in- 
telligent men of the Labor movement 
out of our different municipal govern- 
ments. It has introduced a bill into 
the House of Commons and appointed 
a commission to investigate thorough- 
ly minimum wages for women workers. 

This will not be like so many of our 
commissions have been in the past, 
draw a salary and do nothing. It is 
composed of three men and two wo- 
men who are actuated by a desire to 
do all they can for Labor, so we may 
be assured that women will soon be 
getting sufficient wages to live prop- 
erly and decently. 

The Government has introduced a 

— “ bill providing for pensions for widows 

To those of the brothers who are in- vv jth children, making it a duty of 
terested in the Co-operative stores, the j the state to see that the children, who 
fact that the Farmer-Labor movement ! have been unfortunate enough to lose 
is not stopping at political action, but their fathers, will have proper care 
is also organizing its combined aiK t .education, and thus give them the 
strength into a co-operative buying same start in life as other children, 
and selling organization, should prove j has amended the Workmen’s. Corn- 
gratifying. This organization will p 0nsa tion Act to give beneficiaries 
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consist of members of the different 
soldiers ’ organizations, trade unions, 
union farmers’ co-operative clubs. It 
will be backed by the United Farmers 
Co-operative Co. This company ex- 
pects to have a turnover of business 
this year of thirty million dollars. 
Just as soon as the necessary arrange- 
ments can be completed the Farmer- 


under the act an approximate increase 
from 55 per cent of the wages to 
66 2-3 per cent of the wages; increas 


cover, have secured a charter from 
the Dominion Trades and Labor Con- 
gress, which was handed to them by j 
President Tom Moore. The unit will 
be known as the “Association of 
Federal Employees of Ottawa.” 
Application for the charter was mad! 
to the Congress two w'eeks ago, and is 
backed by one hundred members of 
the civil cervice from different 
departments of the Government ser- 
vice, who have already selected a 
temporary set of officers and a work 
ing executive until the new union 
finds its feet. 

The new union is organized along 
the lines of the National Federation 
of Civil Servants of the United 1 
States and is affiliated with the A. 
F. of L., but has a clause in its char- 
ter by which its members will not be 
involved in any trades union dispu 
tes wdiieh may arise. 

By the terms of its charter, the 
Association of Federal Employees is 
open for membership to any ein 
ployee of the Government who has 
seen service for six months or more 
in any department except those em- 
ployees who are already members of 
organizations affiliated with the 
trades and labor movement, such as 
the postal clerks and letter carriers. 
The only bar to membership other- 
wise will be in the case of heads of 
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ing the funeral benefit from $75 to departments or deputy ministers in 


$125, and setting a minimum of $12 
per week to any person whatsoever 
coming under the act. There has also 
been a host of small bills, such as 
giving the civic firemen one day off 


Labor Co-operative stores will be j u QeV en, which one could write about, 
launched in all towns and cities in these are sufficient to give the 
Ontario where the required support h ro thers an ^ ea w ^ a ^ cau t> e ac ' 
can be found. While it is not just in com plished. 

line with the Rochdale plan, it cer- j£ these men, honestly representing 
tainly will be a long step toward mak- j ja h 0 r, can accomplish so much, what 


ing conditions better for the workers, 
and eliminating that octopus which at 
the present time lias its tentacles 
fastened to the workers wherever they 
are — the middleman. With the 
splendid buying and selling machinery 
which has been built up by the U. 
F. Co-op. Co. at its disposal, there is 
not the least doubt as to the success 
of the new movement. 

One could fill volumes writing of 
the things which this present govern- 
ment “of, by and for the people” is 
doing or trying to do/ So I will con- 
tent myself with merely mentioning 
those which are directly beneficial to 


can we accomplish when we get the 
majority to which we are entitled, in 
all public governing bodies, year after 
year? Is it worth while? Decide for 
yourself and act accordingly. 


CIVIL SERVANTS 

IN OTTAWA HAVE 

UNION CHARTER 

July, 19 witnessed the advent 
of a new unit in the ranks of the 
trades and labor movement of Ot- 
tawa, composed of a large number 
of civil servants who, working under 
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whose power lies the hiring or dis- 
missing of employees. This reserva- 
tion has been made so as not to dis- 
turb the semi-confidential relation- 
ship which the civil service enjoys at 
present with the Government, 

CANNOT ORDER STRIKE 

Bresident Tom Moore of the 
Trades and Laibor Congress, stated 
that the now organization was form- 
ed along the lines of the trades 
and labor movement instead of be- 
ing an association, as is the Civil 
Service Federation, a large number 
of whose members have gone over 
to the ranks of organizd labor. 

“I want it to be distinctly under- 
stood, ’ ’ said President Moore , 1 1 that 
no member of this new organization 
will be at any time called upon to 
take issue in any trades dispute 
which may arise. The word 6 strike’ 
will not be in its category, and the 
Trades and Labor Congress will not 
have power to order, authorize or 
sanction one. It will be conducted 
along similar lines to the National 
Federation of Civil Servants in the 
United States.” 

The new and somewhat unexpect- 
ed move is the outcome of the strong 
sentiment which was voiced by a 
large number of the delegates at the 
Civil Service Federation convention 
held last August, which was favor- 
able to joining the civil service with 
the organized labor movement. Ac- 
tion at that time, however, was ve- 
toed by the majority of the conven- 
tion, on the understanding that the 
question would again be dealt with 
at this year's convention. 

Mr. W. J. Frank James, clerk in 
the enquiry division of the Post 
Office Department, is the provisional 
president of the new union. 
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Clearing The Way For Youth 


the child from its birth righ£ up to 


By Mrs. H. A. L. Fisher, 

Wife of the President of the British 
Board of Education. 

At what point in the circle of life 
can we best concentrate in our ef- 
forts to improve the race? Where 
are the weakest points, and where 
have we most chance of success? 

Half a generation ago and more 
we realised that from the physical 
point -of view- the first year of life 
was not only one of the most vital 
but also one of the most dangerous, 
and out of modest beginnings we are 
building up a splendid system of in- 
fant welfare, of which we have 
every right to be proud, incomplete 
through it yet is. 

Earlier far than that we began to 
realise the importance of the child, 
and again, out of small beginnings, 
ragged schools and the like, we have 
gradually evolved a system of ele- 
mentary education which has done 
more than most people realize, for 
the welfare of our people. Jt, too, 
is incomplete and capable of vast ex 
pansion, improvement, and develop- 
ment. 

But it is hardly an exaggeration to 
say that the c-ountry awoke, under 
the stimulus of war, as never before,; 
to a realization of what education 
might mean, and to a determination ! 
to make it mean more than it did. 

There is a real stir in the educa- 
tional world, and a real and active 


the end of its period of training .for 
adult life and citizenship, more and 
more do we mean to give to every 
child the opportunity to develop 
itself to the very highest of which 
it is capable. 

But at an early stage in the 
growth of infant welfare schemes 
we began to realise that no work 
which concentrated on the child only 
would avail, because its prosperity 
was inextricably bound up with, and 
dependent on, that of its mother. 
The mother is the essential, urgent 
part of the baby s environment. 

When we began to realize this, it 
meant that our w r ork must stretch 
back and forward, and was even 
more complicated than we had at 
first supposed. 

We are now, for instance* anxious- 
ly thinking about the care of the 
mother before the birth of her child. 
We have arrived at a point where 
we feel that while iwe have much of 
the knowledge which, if we choose 
to apply it, will enable us to dimi- 
nish still further the deaths of in- 
fants in the first year of life and 
to diminish also at the same time 
the disablement or enfeeblement of 
many of those who survive, yet there 
is one very weak point in our equip- 
ment, the deaths still remaining de- 
plorably numerous of babies in the 
first weeks, in the first days, of life. 
This is a problem upon which much 
work needs to be done. 

But here, again, we are driven 
for still farther back. For the welfare 


growth. More and more do we ap 
predate the urgency of caring 
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of the mother in the months which 
precede the birth of her child ob- 
viously depends largely upon the 
father. We must enlarge our circle. 

The mother is all-important; she is 
everything almost to the child; but 
we find that we cannot consider her 
alone, any more than we can consider ! 
the babe. We must think of the* 
father, of the home, of all the sur- 
roundings. We have indeed a iong 
road to travel, and the scenery is 
anything but monotonous. 

The welfare of the child, and 
with it the welfare of the race, of 
our national life, of all that wc 
hold dear — that is what we have to 
ensure. Another step back seems in j 
dicate'd. 

What are we doing for youth? 
What opportunities are there for 
full, free, sound development of 1 
mind and heart, no less than of body, 
for the young people who were but 
yesterday children, who will be to- 
morrow parents themselves, airf 
upon whom so much must depend? 

hi some wavs this problem is more 
urgent, and at the same time more 
difficult, now than it has perhaps 
ever been. There is always a gap be- 
tween the young and the middle- 
aged. It is never easy for the parent 
quite to understand what the young 
people, conscious of their growing 
powers, inclined to be impatient of 
the middle-aged attitude towards 
life, would be at. 

Only the Very few really carry into 
middle life a vivid remembrance, a 


real appreciation of the needs and 
difficulties of youth. In the nature 
of things it is impossible for the 
young to understand the position of 
the middle-aged. They can at best 
take them on trust, believing that 
they mean to help, and remember- 
ing the help they have already given. 

It is an old story, but it is retold 
every day, and to the persons invol- 
ved it never loses its freshness. Pa- 
rents long to control, to advise, to 
use their knowledge. Youth longs 
to explore, to see for itself, to ex. 
perience. It does not want to de- 
pend upon the experience of others, 
even of the nearest and mos T sym- 
pathetic. 

But if this is an old difficulty, 
how much more acute it is at the 
moment! For between the youth of 
to-day and their parents lies, the 
greqt gap of the war. 

(Continued on page 15.) 
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The parents have lived most of 
their lives in another world, In the 
world otf those pre-war days. Its 
standards, its customs, necessarily 
seem to them the normal; those of 
the modern young people the ab- 
normal, the exceptional. It is ex- 
traordinarily hard for them to ad- 
just themselves to separate what is 
passing and unimportant from what 
is real and permanent in the chan 
ges that bewilder us all. 

Unlearning Middle-age. 


Then again the young people have 
themselves experienced so much that 
was unknown to their parents. Tt is 
often they, and not the elders, who 
have wide vistas behind them, who 
have learnt things about human na- 
vvhich were no't disclosed in the vlays 
hire which were not disclosed in the 
days of peace. 




rash. But such is the mechanism of 
the world that power administra- 
tion is mainly in the hands of the 
middle-aged. 

It is we who must still endeavor 
to provide care and elucation, with 
all that it implies, for the children, 
we who must so organize life that 
what often seems to us the undis- 
ciplined activities and energies of 
youth may have safe and beaitny 
outlets. 

We have no right to complain of 
their wild ways, of their noise, of 
hooliganism, of the Impertincuco of 
the modern girl, the intractability of 
the modern boy, when we have done 
so little to provide for their real 
wants. 

.Xor again can we blame them for 
the worse evils of which we begin 
to be conscious and, let us hope, to 
be ashamed. 


8o that the impatience of the 
young for the nukcle.aged point of 
view, the bewilderment and some- 
times the reprobation of the elder 
towards the attitude of the young, 
is more marked than before. 

Young women began to win their 
freedom in the days of the safety 
bicycle; they aud their brothers have 
it. now in full measure, and through 
the swing of the pendulum may 
bring reaction, it is probable that 
they will retain a position very un- 
like that of the Victorian youth or 
maiden. 

Youth is free, independent, per- 
haps a little arrogant and rash. Tt 
would hardly be youth if it were not 


It is we who are to blame. What 
have we done to give them what they 
demand? What regard have we paid 
to the esesntial needs of youth? llow 
much even have we thought about 
them, and tried to understand, to 
remember? 

Fortunately, though the problem is 
, urgent it is anything but insolul.de 
We have a wealth of experience, 

\ through the war, which will give 
us splendid help. The young people 
then took great responsibilities, /lid 
: continuous and strenuous work, made 
terrific sacrifices, took unheard of- 
I risks, with a cheerfulness and 
i matter of factness which we all 
! remember, which we can never cease 
I to admire. 
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And we learnt something of their 
needs. Those who were responsible 
for their health and well-being dis- 
covered the importance of games, 
music, dancing. Perhaps it would be 
truer to say that those who knew 
the importance of these things at 
last were able to make use of their 
knowledge, and weTe no longer over- 
borne by the others, still powerful 
among us, who have kept the nar- 
rowness of Puritanism, and not all 
of whom possesses its compensating 
fervour of belief, its tremendous 
moral power. 

Scope for splendid race. 

Tt is not enough to forbid and to 
disapprove. Even more important is 
it. to encourage, to give scope aud op- 
portunity. Here, then, is a task to 
which we must turn our hands, if 
we are to do what we ought, what 
we would wish, for the splendid race I 
I to which we are so proud to belong. ; 

We begin to understand the im- 1 
[ porta nee of the infant, of the child, 


land we are gradually evolving plans 
I of infant and child welfare which 
! may work wonders. But the needs of 
; the adolescent, of young men and 
; women, are still imperfectly under- 
i stood, inadequately met. 

Thought, devotion, and uuder- 
; standing must be given to them as 
; it has been, and will continue to be, 
given to the demands of the children, 
i We have splendid guide posts to 
1 show us the way: the clubs move- 
; ment, the real genius for youth 
which invented Boy Scouts and 
I Girl Guides, and much else. 

Let us give real work, then, so 
that it may no longer be possible to 
say with auy semblance, however 
dim, of truth, that for young people 
in the villages there is no amuse- 
ment, and for young people in the 
towns there is plenty, but it is all 
bad. 

This is not true to-day, but it is 
too near truth to be pleasant. Let 
us remove it altogether! 
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Immigrants— ” Where Do We Co From Here?” 


-r-The Veteran, Toronto. 


VARSITY DEGREE FOR 

MR. J. H. THOMAS. 

Railwaymen’s Leader Honored, 
at Cambridge. 

Premier Lloyd George and Mr. J. 
H. Thomas, the railway men’s leader, 
were among the prominent public 
men on whom honorary degrees were 
conferred at Ca nub ridgy recently. 

Others in eluded Admiral Earl 
Beatty, Mr. Bonar Law, Mr. Austen 
Chamberlain, Mr. H. A. L. Fisher 
(President of the Board of Educa- 
tion), Viscount Burnham, Lord Ro- 
bert Cecil, and Sir Donald Mac- 
lean. 

. The , procession through the streets 
to the Senate House was witnessed 
by a large and enthusiastic gather- 
ing, and a distinguished company 
was present at the ceremony, over 
which Mr. A. .1. Balfour, as Chan- 
cellor, presided. ✓ 

The proceedings throughout were 
of an orderly description, differing 
somewhat from the customary bois- 
terous proceedings of undergradua- 
tes at similar factions in the past. 

Mr. Glover the orator in introduc- 
ing the recipients of degrees to the 
Chancellor dealt in # a witty manner 


i with the outstanding characteristics 
of the guests. 

Nature gave Britain to Celt and 
Saxon, he remarked, in introducing 
Mr. Lloyd George. To the Celt she 
gave a nimble mind, charm, elo- 
quence, and imagination; to the 
Saxon other virtues useful, if 
humbler. How much they owed to 
i this blending they all knew. 

A welcome cheer greeted Mr. J. 
11. Thomas. The orator said he had 
! carried* 'parcels when a boy, cleaned 
I engines as a youth, and was now 
a member of Parliament. Mr. Tho- 
mas, by a word, stopped the carriage 
of everything, and when he had de- 
finitively made everything definite, 
with a word he set them free. 

Mr. Austen Chamberlain, remarked 
Mr. Glover, was almost driven into 
public life by the inheritance of his 
surname. 

Referring to Earl Beatty, the ora- 
tor compared Nelson’s long block- 
ade of Napoleon’s fleet with the ser- 
vice of our admirals during the war. 
: o: 


THE GOOD OLD DAYS 

(II. A. G. in the London Times). 
Shall we have back the good old 
days. 

Our grand si res and theft r nobler 
wavs ?— 

The press-gang’s soft inducement and 
The highwayman who bade us stand; 
The boy -sweep who in joyous pride 
Thrust up his brush and gamely 
died ; 

The woman, leather-breeched, who 
drew 

The loaded coal truck, children, too; 
Three-bottle men, their heads afire; 
Jus primae noctis for the squire; 
DeAtli for a horse; the village stocks; 
The bribe in place of ballot-box; 

The soldier doomed, if poor, to find 
The rich in front, himself behind; 
The hunting parson, pink in church, 
His hungry flock left in tlio lurch; 
Dissenters forced to pay church 
dues, 

But not allowed the church to use; 
Papist and Jew in this allied, — 

To both their civic right denied; 


The tortured bear, the baited bull; 

Cockfighting — horrors to the full; 

The victim of ill -balanced mind 

Like a wild beast in cage canfiued; 

The gallows in the public eye, 

With gaping crowds to see men 
die; — 

Shall wo have back the good old 
days 

Our grandsires and their nobler 
ways ? 

:o: 


Goal 
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Scottish Bank Clerks Revolt 


Strike Declared For Improved Conditions And 
Big Victory Gained. 


M R. JAMES GIBSON, the Railroader correspondent who 
writes the following- article about the revolt of the Scottish 
hank clerks, was urged to become temporary general or 
ganizer for the clerks during the crisis referred to. This was on 
account of his fine record as chief executive in Scotland of the 
National Union of Journalists and of his experience in, and 
devotion to, the labor movement generally. He accepted the ap- 
pointment and made a success of it, hut was too modest to refer to 
his own part in the article. .Air. Gibson was a railroader in his 
youth, but he has for many years been one of the best-known of 
Scottish journalists. 


Glasgow, July 9. — The employ- 
ees of the Scottish banks have just 
.won a. notable victory, as by or- 
ganized effort vastly improved con- 
ditions have been brought about, al- 
though it was necessary to declare a 
strike to bring the managements of 
the eight banks concerned to a 
proper frame of mind. This is the 
first threat of the kind that has j 
ever taken place in Scotland, and 
will prove a great lead to “black- 
coated” trade unionism in all parts 
of the country. 

A few years ago the prospect of a 
bauk clerks 7 strike would have fill- 
ed the business world with alarm 
and dismay. The very idea would 
have suggested such a dislocation 
of business as was not to be con- 
templated, something iu fact like 
a stoppage of the circulation in the 
commercial body of the nation. It 
was this very element that helped 
the employees to win public sympa- 
thy from the very first. A* bank 
clerks- 7 strike was not without pre- 
cedent. The action of the Irish' 
bank clerks in this direction is 


i vv-ithin recent memory, because of 
| the big victory won. Abroad, parti- 
cularly in Germany, this section of 
the so-called “black-coated prole- 
tariat” actually took the lead in 
what was styled the revolt of the 
middle class. It was, moreover, not 
to be imagined that the employees 
of the Scottish banks would remain 
unaffected by tendencies that have 
been so milch in evidence in most 
other occupations. It was not the na- 
ture of things that any body of 
men trained to a special calling such 
j as they are would remain passive 
spectators of what was happening 
all around them. 

For the best part of a century 
prior to the formation of the Scot- 
tish Bankers’ Association, which is 
registered as a trade union, in 1919, 
the modern phase of banking 
held undisputed sway. During that 
period the capital side had full time 
and ample means to build up an 
equitable, enduring relationship 
with their staffs, but they preferred 
to live for the moment, content if 
they could screw the utmost service 
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out of their fellows, and give them 
the merest pittance, called “sala- 
ry”, in return. 

It could not be said that the small 
salaries paid were due to inefficien- 
cy on the part of the staffs. It is 
the labor of the management and 
staffs which builds up the profits 
out of which ever-increasing divi- 
dends are paid to the shareholders. 
It cannot be claimed that these in- 
crements are due to the “initiative 
and enterprise” of the sharehold- 
ers; manifestly they are inactive, 
yet they secure the results of the 
qualities exercised by the staffs. 
Every grade is necessary in running 
a bank. The management is as de- 
pendent on agents, tellers and 
clerks, as they are on management. 
The only difference between the 
management and the staffs is that, 
under the present regime, the form- 
er are well paid for their labor, 
while the latter are badly paid for 
theirs. Yet the management, too, 
are victims of the system, since they 
are giving service — or producing 
wealth — which the shareholders 
enjoy. They really ought to join 
with the staffs in their fight. 

The status quo might have been 
maintained had the capital side been 
far-seeing enough to provide their 
staffs with the means of obtaining 
a reasonable degree of comfort and 
economic security. Business men un- 
derwrite every risk, but instead of 
insuring that the staffs should con- 
tinue getting the gain for them, 
the banks drove the men to extre- 
mities born of desperate need. 

Although unstinted and unmeasured 
service was given by the staffs during 
the war, although the cost of living 
increased by 120% even before the 
'armistice*, onfly a tithe was given 
by way of a bonus. While the 
banks added to their reserves, the 
staffs had to draw on their slender 
resources to eke out a living. Many 
men, having exhausted their means, 
were forced to review the whole 
position between capital and labor, 
and were driven to the conclusion 
that though they acted as gentle- i 
men, that they had not been treated as 
such, and they must now “cut out 
the swank”, and look after them- 
selves by organizing, as the man- 
ual workers and many thousands of 
the brain workers had done before 
them. 

Brave men came forward and took 
the initial steps, and the Scottish 
Bankers’ Association was brought 
into existence. The advantages al- 
ready got from the Association have 
been many. While little salary addi 
tion was made prior to 1918 against 
the increased cost of living, consi- 
derable advance has been made 
since the association make it- 
self felt. This is not surprising see- 
ing that within eighteen months the 
membership grew to over 5,000. 
There has been great freedom gain- 1 
ed for the staffs. It seems a far cry j 
to the days when men feared to < 
send even a “round-robin” to the 
manager, yet that obtained as re- : 
cently as 1918, when there was no i 
Association. ( 

As bank men have found that, in- 


i dividuaily, their gentlemanly con- 
duct has been ill-requited, so also 
in their corporate action their pa- 
[ cific approaches to the capital side 
. have been repelled. Whether the 
5 move was made directly or through 
[ the Ministry of Labor, the result was 
? always the same. The earnest re- 
. commendation of the Government to 
adopt the Whitley scheme was ve- 
. toed. This refusal to recognize the 
> spirit of the times has forced the 
Association to the conclusion that 
t the days for parleying are ended, 

* and with great emphasis they “re- 
commended” the executive to take a 

r strike ballot of the members. In re- 
quiring 80% of the membership to 
[ sign the ballot pledge the executive 
set a high standard. Well over this 
, figure was obtained. 

While the strike ballot was being 
. taken one of the banks tried to in- 
timidate the staff, and to their cre- 
. dit be it said the men stood firm bv 
, the Association. This action , how- 
ever, precipitated drastic action on 

• the part of the executive as soon as 
; the mandate was received from the 

members. Throwing aside all legal 
questions as to notice, only a week 
was given. The managers at once 
issued very high-handed circulars 
to the staffs, intimating that no in- 
creased salaries would be given at 
the request of the Association; that 
they would not recognize the Asso- 
ciation, and that they had no inten- 
tion of forming Whitley Councils. 

From the first day the Associa- 
tion won, because of the help given 
by the organized workers of the 
-country. The “black faces” were 
out to assist the “black coats”, and 
within four days the Government 
got alarmed on the question of cur- 
rency. Every trade union was lift- 
ing so as to be able to carry on du- 
ring the strike, and be in a posi- 
tion to pay their workers. Two days 
before the strike was to begin all 
the banks intimated substantial in- 
creases of salaries, but they declin- 
ed to recognize the Association. The 
Ministry of Labor intervened and 
j four agreed to have a joint confer- 
ence, while three intimated their 
willingness to meet representatives 
of their owu staff, while the eighth 
would do nothing. The Ministry of 
Labor promised to do everything to 
bring all the banks together if the 
executive would call off the strike. 
The executive agreed to postpone 
the strike until this conference was 
arranged. In view of the -improved 
conditions that had been obtained 
and the fact that at least partial re- 
cognition had been obtained it was 
felt that the Association had noth- 
ing to lose by this action, particu- 
arly as the public had been with 
them all through. The efforts of the 
Ministry of Labor are now directed 
towards a settlement, and this can 
only be by the setting up of Whit- 

Councils — if not now thev are 
bound to come later. The Association 
put up a good fight for the “black 
coats ’ ’ and the success obtained 
will undoubtedly help forward the 
movement. It is felt that only bv 
trade union organization can success 
come to any 'class of workers. 

JAMES GIBSON. 
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The Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada 

Its Only Aim Is The Welfare of The Masses. 


An Open Letter To The Hon. J. A. C ALDER 
Minister Of Immigration 


The people of a nation cannot advance beyond the men who make its 
laws, and the Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada exists to see 
to it that the workers by hand and brain are directly represented in the 
law-making bodies of the Dominion; to find, train and elect the right men 
of our own class in order to secure the kind of legislation that will protect 
and advance the interests of the workers. 

It will wage warfare on plutocracy, despotism, economic privileges, 
and upon all the evil forces which burden the people and rob them of that 
happiness of living which is their fundamental right. 

It is a non-partisan educational and political association, and because 
of the manner in which it is organized can never become the instrument 
or plaything of a small group of any class, particularly of wealthy men 
The aim is the attainment of Irue democracy. 

WE PLEDGE OURSELVES:— 

To support all municipal, provincial and federal educational plans 
where the evident purpose is to raise the standard of education in en* 
lightened and progressive ways; to present truthfully and fearlessly 
through the medium of Fifth Sunday Meetings and our own press, thu 
4 4 Canadian Railroader ’ the latest and most important political, social and 
industrial developments ; 

To advocate the abolition of property qualifications for the franchise 
or for election to public office; the adoption of the Initiative, Referendum 
and Recall, and of proportional representation in all forms of public 
government; universal suffrage for both sexes, on the basis of one person, 
one vote; the transfer of taxes from improvements, and all products of 
labor, to land values, incomes and inheritances; 

To advocate prison reform, including introduction of the honor anc 
segregation systems, and abolition of contract labor; the enactment ant! 
rigid enforcement of child labor laws; pensions for mothers with dependent 
children; regulation of immigration to prevent lowering of industrial, poli- 
tical or social standards; development of the postal savings and parcel post 
systems; financial and other assistance to farmers through co-operative 
banks and by other means; government development of co-operative pra 
ducing and trading associations for the benefit of the consumer; 

To advocate extension of workmen’s housing schemes and the labor 
bureau system; provision of technical education for- every willing worker, 
according to his capacities; more effective inspection of buildings, factories, 
workshops and mines; minimum wages; a rest period of not less than a day 
and a half per week for every worker; government insurance of workers 
against sickness, injury and death ; unaternity benefits and old-age pensions ; 
better Workmen’s Compensation Acts; representation of the workers on all 
public boards and on boards for the supervision of private enterprises; 
union labor conditions in all government work; adequate pensions and op- 
portunities for soldiers and their dependents; 

To advocate freedom of speech and of the press, and a law compelling 
all newspapers and periodicals to publish in all issues a complete list of 
shareholders and bondholders. 

4 ‘The Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada” is financed en- 
tirely by its members who contribute $2 a year in membership fees. If a 
local has been established in your city $1 remains in the local treasury and 
the other dollar is sent by the local organization to out Dominion Head 
quarters, 60 Dandurand Building, Montreal, Que. In case no local has been 
established in your community, send the membership fee of $2 directly to 
Dominion Headquarters. 

The funds accumulating in the Dominion Headquarters are used for 
political and educational propaganda; the development of the organization; 
the preparation of pamphlets and leaflets and the financing of the various 
political campaigns where favorable opportunities develop, to ©loct our 
candidates. The treasurer is under bond and the books are audited by a 
firm of accountants. 

An application blank will be found below Merely fill out the applica- 
tion blank, buy a postal order for $2 and send it to Dominion Headquarters. 
Your membership card will be forwarded by return mail. .Toin this great 
organization in the interests of education and clean politics. Today is the 
day and this is the hour. Become a member now. 


Dear Sir, 

Recently it appeared from the 
newspapers that' there was some dis- 
pute concerning the deportation of 
three men from Poland, who had! 
entered this country in an irregular 
manner, and the chief argument 
pressed for allowing them to remain 
here was that they w T ould be shot 
if they returned to their native land, 
as they were deserters from military 
duty. It does credit to your human 
nature that you listened to this ar- 
gument instead of that of the laiwyer 
for the Grown, w*ho contended that 
Canada had nothing to do with the 
result to the men, but had to carry 
out her own laws. 

A precedent is undoubtedly a dan- 
gerous things. Having taken one step 
in this direction, may I be permitted 
to suggest that there is another ease 
which is quite as good or bad as 
it may be interpreted. There are 
three sturdy Scotsmen at this mo- 
ment incarcerated in Bordeaux jail 
for the crime of having entered this 
country a# stowaways. It is said 
that they are healthy, clean men, 
just the type that it is your business 
to attract to this country. Presumably 
they had not the capital wherewith 
to pay their ship’s fare, let alone to 
show twenty -five dollars. But evi- 
dently they had some of that re- 
sourcefulness and pluck which are 
so much wanted in Canada. 

I do not hold any brief for the 
Scots, coming, as 1 do, from the 
county of Northumberland, which 
fought them for many years in past 
centuries; yet I wouid like to point, 
out that one of the first phrases 
that the old countryman learns on 
coming to this Dominion is 4 1 to get 
there”. Evidently these Scots had 
learned this much, and they endured* 
the hardships of an ocean voyage 
in the- process. 

Some other Penalty. 

The proposal 1 have to make is j 
this; that the penalty for stowaways j 
shall be altered when they are found 
to be otherwise healthy sub- 
jects. If a man is healthy in body 
and mind and capable of working, 


and has the grit to so love your 
country that he endures discomfort 
in order to enter it, why not utilize 
him? True, he owes his passage 
money. Very well; make him repay 
it to the steams laj) company/ Why 
not place him out with one these 
farmers who were willing to bring 
over Irish laborers for the harvest, 
and put. him on his honor to stay 
there, and take your own precau- 
tions, too? Then dock his wages 
until his passage is paid. If your 
stowaway is physically or mentally 
unfit, then you will be justified in 
sending him back. Even then, 1 
fail to see any reason why Canada 
should bear a further burden by 
keeping him in jail for a month 
before shipping him home. As a 
prison reformer, J am against the 
system of keeping any man in a 
cell eating away the public money. 
But above ail, 1 fail to see why we 
are taxed to maintain an immigration 
department to induce suitable sett- 
lers and why when In an irregular 
channel we Obtain what may be use- 
ful, we should nationally cut off our 
nose to spite our face by sending 
them back. It may be because J 
have just been reading Tolstoi’s 
“Resurrection” that these senti- 
ments are welling up. In penal 
matters what Tolstoi wrote of 
Russia, applies equally to Canada. 

I have the honor to be. 

Your humble servant 

John Kidman. 

Montreal, July 26th, 11)20. 

:o: 
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To the Secretary, 

The Fifth Sunday Meeting Association of Canada, 

General Headquarters, 316 Lagauchetiere Street Weet, 
corner of Beaver Hall Hill, MONTREAL, Que. 

I hereby make application for membership in “The Fifth Sunday 
Meeting Association of Canada.” -I subscribe and agree to pay, 
while a member, the yearly fee of $2.00 in advance. 
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Date City..... 

Province 
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Sunday Meeting Association of Canada .” 
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with copy of platform, constitution and general rules. 
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The Premier’s Plans; By-Election Chances 


(From Our Own Correspondent) 

HE political world at Ottawa is i an'<l cymbals and will h&rken to the 


i now listless in a midsummer calm. 
Tt is the holiday season and more 
than half the Cabinet are absent 
from the Capital. Once or twice a 
week cabinet meetings are being 
held to dispose of routine matters, 
but no serious problems are being 
tackled. The new .Premier is re- 
maining at his post and has an 
enormous correspondence to deal 
with. Part of it probably consists 
of suppliants mingling requests for 
favors with their congratulations, 
and part of wise and sagacious men 
and women who would proffer their 
counsel to him in his difficult task. 

He has had a large number of 
invitations to speak at various 
points, but has made no definite ar- 
rangements. His first utterance 


Hoh. Arthur unfolding his plans and 
aspirations for our governance. 

Mr. Meighen will probably not 
regret being deserted for the time 
being* by most of the malcontent 
faction in his Cabinet, Messrs Cal- 
der, Reid and Co. To avoid an imme- 
diate upheaval and a general elec- 
tion, he had perforce to accept them 
as colleagues and kiss <the hands 
‘Mate raised to shed his blood”. 
But the mutual distrust and jealousy I 
must survive and cordial cooperation 1 
will always be difficult. The sense 
of personal loyalty is notoriously : 
lacking among our present rulers. , 

One Minister has been .going i 
round Ottawa openly bewailing the ; 
mismanagement which allowed Mr. 1 
Meighen to land the Premiership. , 


since he assumed his high office His story is that the Toronto inte- 


was made to the Board of Trade at 
Montreal and it was noticeable that 
he carefully eschewed all topics of 
a. controversial character and made 
the need for toleration his main plea. 
In the near future he will probably 
pay a visit of duty of his old home 
town of St. Mary’s in the Country 
of Perth, and later on he will repair 
to Portage I/a Prairie, where he 
began his legal and political ca- 
reer. 


rests had a complete assurance from 1 
Sir Thomas White that he would j 
accept the Premiership if the offer j 
came his way. They were astounded 
whe*n he issued a statement saying 
acceptance of the post would be im- j 
possible for him and then proceeded j 
to Ottawa to abet Mr. Meighen ’s 
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candidature as he undoubtedly did.!, ,, . .. . * 

#tm . Af . . , hardly be a satisfactory helpmate. , that the new Cabinet will offer any 

tJt if hi, T Iff , ^ Friers of the Government are different, prospects from the old. 

k^wn^tW SD a(lvisin S Mr ‘ M «‘ghen to embark on When he returned from his futile 
Portage has been faithful to Mr. not avuillle "hey Tould hlJe cT tour . at the _ earliest ; speechmaking trip to the riding of 


Meighen since it first elected him j cent rated their forces in his support 
in 1908, but he has always been for. and elected him. He makes no se- 


tunate in the poor calibre of the 
opposing candidates. However, he 
owes the electors of the division no 
small debt and it would be a fitting 


cret of his pique and disappointment 
that his friends had no't at their 
service a better intelligence depart 
ment and neglected his interest so 


compliment that he should nako his badly. In his narrative of woe he 
keynote speech in their midst. So also ‘conveys the decided impression 
some day soon we may see an announ- that in his own estimation at least 
cement that a monster political he would have been a much more sa. 
picnic will he held in that venerable j t ^factory Premier than Mr. Meig 
Manitoba town, where the faithful hen. For the latter,' however, a gen- 
assemlble to the sound o<f trumpets t Ionian who talks in this strain can 
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opportunity and try to convince the Tcmiskaming last spring our Pre- 
country that Union Government of mier is reported to have said that 
evil fame has disappeared for ever he found distrust and dislike of the 
and in its place there has arisen a Government was not as of yore a 
brand new organisation which matter for argument and dispute 
abounds in all the virtues and ta between friends and neighbors but 
lents necessary for the salvation of a settled conviction among whole 
our distracted country. Ladies whose communities. He is likely to have 
reputation has suffered by their con- this impression deepened ere he 
duct often go to a far country, travels very far throughout the 
assume another name, and are re country. However, now is the time 
ceived in the best society of the for him to emibark on such an 
peace especially if they can marry enterprise. Mr. Calder will be safe in 
some prosperous citizen. But this Britain for several months remodel- 
method of rehabilitiation is not open ling our immigration system in 
to Governments, and there is little Europe and will presumably have 
hope that Mr. Meighen can persuade no time for intrigue. If he were 
the electorate in its present mood loft behind in Ottawa by the Pre- 
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I Wonder 
Would It 
Help Me? ” 


inier while he went out to Vancou 
ver tor tell hi« talc, he would be a 
nervous wreck ere he crossed the 
Selkirks wondering what manner of 
political guile his colleague was 
compassing in his absence. 

Mr. Meighen must be deeply in. 
terested in the impending by-elec- 
tions. The officials at Ottawa are 
very busy preparing the machinery 
• to. operate the new Franchise Act. 

They have found several serious 
gaps in the fabric, but on the whole 
it offers the promise of decent ele<- 
tions. Yet the difficulties of cons 
trueting the new machinery render 
it improboble that any elections can 
be held before September. Even 
then contests will probably lot be 
held in Peterboro and Yale. The 
time for holding the east Elgin bv 
election as prescribed by Mr. Jacobs’ 

Act. will soon have elapsed. This 
seat ought to be carried easily by 
the U.F.O. if they nominate a rea- 
sonably good candidate. The Minis- T* HIS question has been 

terial elections will excite most in- * j i ,, 

rest and Mr Macknzie King has answered b y man y thous- 
issued a statement urging that the an ^S of Women who have 
new Ministers be vigorously opposed, found health and happiness in 

~ ™M d r 'wv?n tcr • 0r « a f ^’T 31 ^the use of Dr. Chase’s Nerve 
tight Mr. Wigmore in St. John and 

try to secure the alliance of Labor. * °°d- 

But in any case, as was explained sleeplessness, Irritability, nervous- 
last week the notorious partiality ness> gloomy forebo dings of the 

, ‘ ! 0 1,1 or a '"' e ‘ ln,st y s future, depression and discourage- 

makes the prospect of defeat in<r Mr. . .. - 

w . F K. . ment — these are some of the symp- 

Wigmore very doubtful. . . 

J toms which tell of exhausted nerves. 

Colchester, Mr. McCurdv’s seat, is 

traditionally Torv and is largely In order to avoid nervous prostra- 
domina'ted bv the’ Stansfield family tion or some form of P aralysis ia 
But it happens that the farmers have wel1 to get the buildiY1& U P Process 
made great strides with their or- established at once by use of Dr. 
ganisation in thatf riding, and in the Chases Nerve Food, 
provincial election the Conservative 50 cents a box, 0 for $2.75, all dealers, or 
candidates are being opposed not by Edmanson * Bates & Co - Ltd., Toronto. 
Liberals but by farmers. For this 
reason anxious watch will be kept 
on the results in this constituency 
and from them some guidance may 
be secured of the new Minister’s 
prospects of re-election. If the farm- 
ers carry the seat for the provincial 
House, there is no reason why their' 
triumph should not. be repeated in meats is not confined to Ontario and 
the Federal field and the defeat of ; Manitoba and that the Murray Gov- 
i .. McCurdy in such a seat would | eminent may find itself bereft of 
almost ring the de'ath knell of the many seats. There is no expectation 


not show a clear-cut majority for 
any one party, supporters of the 
Government will be prompt to make 
use of it as an argument against a 
federal election on the ground that 
th • same thing would occur there and 
that the calamity which the proper- 
tied classes consider so terrible and 
dignify as 1 * instability f ’ would re. 
suit. They -do not seem t-ver to •• \*il 
is€ that bad and inefficient govern 
ment such as has been dispense to 

during the pa.st two years is move 
productive of ‘ins*tabilitv ** than 
anything else. 

Much will depend upon th 
suits of the five by -elections 
impending. If the Government fare 
wei' in them, they will be confirmed 
in their determination to avoid con- 
tact with the electorate as long as 
possible but serious disasters will 
make their position untenable. The 
chances, however, that delay will 
better their political position, are 
very remote. On ‘the surface there, 
are symptoms that prices in certain 
lines are on the decline, but on the 
other hand the railways are now 
applying for a very large increase 
in freight rates which cannot fail to 


re 

now 


enhance materially the cost of living 

and disturb profoundly the present 
basis of wage adjustments. VVe are 
now plunged in a hopelessly vicious 
circle in which wages are engaged 
in a perpetual and futile* effort to r 
catch up with prices and there will 
be no end to the fruitless chase till 
it is realized that some surgical oper- 
ation must be performed upon the 
present economic system and parti- 
cularly upon its machinery, far bank- 
ing and credit misuse is responsible 
for many of our existing troubles. 

The next enlivening event at 
Ottawa will be the Imperial Press 
Conference which opens in the early 
days' of August. In our capital 
there will assemble several hundred 
of the newspaper fraternity, mostly 
proprietors, and they will dine and 
debate and dine largely at the ex- 
pense of the Canadian people. The 
Conference will be a gathering 
without any authority and its chief 
function will be social. Some of the 
visitors will secure some personal 
education about Canadian conditions 
and others doubtless will have an 
opportunity of seeing how prohibi- 
tion does not work. 

J. A. Stevenson. 


Dr. Chase’s;;*^: 
Nerve food^felp 


PULP and PAPER 

Is now Canada’s largest 
Manufacturing Exporting 
Industry. 

Riordon Pulp and Paper Company, Limited 

MONTREAL 


Government. 

The general result of this provin 


of a* Conservative victory, but lot 
the first time in the history of Nova 
cial election in Nova Scotia is being ! Scotia the fight is not a straight 
anxiously awaited by the politi- j contest. In numerous ridings farm- 
cians. 1 hey are afraid that it may eV« and labor candidat e are inter- 
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Queensland’s Labor Government 

Its crimes as reported by its youthful premier. 


(Eric NORTH WOO! > in The Clar- 
ion, London.) 


Queensland, as our readers may 
know, is one of those unhappy states 
which have entrusted their direction 
to representatives of Labor. (Queens- 
land, in fact, has been under the 
heel of a labor tyranny for the past 
five years, and the groans of its 
oppressed people have been gram- 
ophoned into our ears from time to 
time by an indignant Press. 

Ask a man in the street how | 
things arc going in Queensland, and 
supposing he knows anything at all 
about Queensland, he would certain- 
ly reply that “Queensland was go- 
ing to the devil, all along of the 
Labor Government. ” 

Now, Queensland is not going to I 
the devil, for not many months ago 
Queensland came to London to bor- 
row a couple of million pounds, and, 
in a few days, Queensland was of- 
fered six millions by people who do 
not invest their 1 ‘ savings ’ ’ in too 
tropical climates. 

At the present moment, Queens- 
land is in London again, asking for 
three millions. When I heard of this 
audacious request on the part' of a 
State “bankrupted by Labor legis- 
lation ’ (see the “Daily Catch”) 
1 determined to gaze upon the bloom- 


ing cheek of Queensland’s Labor 
I Premier and ask him how it was 
I done. 

So it came to pass that I found 
: myself in the palatial offices of the 
; bankrupt State of Queensland, in 
the Strand, and in a few moments 
I was ushered into the presence of 
the chief magician, that is to say, 
Mr. E. G. Theodore, Labor Premier 
of Queensland. 

Mr .Theodore is rather young for a 
Premier (he is not yet forty), but 
lie is not too young to have known 
the Clarion when we were in the 
thick of propaganda pamphlets, and 
were, no doubt, particeps criminis , 
if not flagrante delicto , in the vill- 
ainies he and his partners have 
perpetrated in Queensland during 
the last five years. 

But the Premier of Queensland 
does not look like the representative 
of a bankrupt State. That, of 
course, may be his deep cunning. 
His youth, his dark dancing eyes, 
and his vigorous frame, may all be 
camouflage. We live in strange 
times. However, there he seemed 
to be — the alert representative of a 
flourishing community. 

“Is it a bankrupt State?” I ask- 
ed him. 

“Well, not exactly”, he replied, 
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“or I shouldn’t be here asking for 
three million pbunds. ” 

“And do you believe London will 
lend Queensland three millions?” 

“Yes, I do,” he replied, “though 
the conditions in the money market 
are not so favorable as they were 
last year when our two million loan 
was applied for three times over.” 

“And for what purposes do you 
require this capital — to fritter 
away on wild Socialistic experi- 
ments I suppose?” 

“Certainly it is wanted for State 
enterprise”, answered Mr. Theodore, 


stock breeding depots, with au area 
of thirty square miles. In connection 
with these we run a dozen State 
butchers’ shops in the metropolitan 
districts, and a couple of dozen in 
rural areas — and we sell meat cheap- 
er than anyone in Australit. The 
people who shout loudest about the 
horrors of State enterprise buy 
their meat from our shops — it costs 
them less, you see.” 

“What other crimes have you 
committed?” I asked, sadly. 

“We have started refreshment 
rooms at about thirty railway sta- 


but the scheme is a perfectly tions, and notwithstanding the rise 
sound one, and I have no doubt I in costs of foods and wages we have 
shall bo able to convince your peo managed to show a profit of nearly 


pie of that fact. The Queensland 
Government already owns coal and 
iron deposits, and has obtained an 
option from the Government 
Western Australia on a large 


£100,000. Then we have four State 
sawmills, which have been selling 
lumber at 6 per cent, below the 
of ! average prices, and our net profit, 
de- ' last year was over £3,000, though 


posit of iron ore on the North- 
West Coast. The proposition is to 
purcliase plant and machinery and 
erect blast furnaces and steel works, 
. thus introducing an entirely new in- 
! dustry which will be owned and 
managed by the State. 

“Will this give opportunities to 
emigrants f” 

“No doubt it will, and I am also 
endeavoring to make arrangements 
for a certain number of British ex- 
soldiers who wish to take up farm- 
ing in Queensland, to be granted 
the same terms as are offered to our 
own men ’ ’ 

“Then you think Queensland a 
good country to live in? What about 
these blighting, or blighted, State 
enterprises of which we have been 
told?” 

“That they are nearly all flour- 
ishing, thank you,” smiled Mr. 
Theodore. 

“Any profits — that’s what the 
business men ask — do they pay?” 

“Yes, most of them show pro- 
fits,” answered Mr. Theodore. “Of 
course, we are only a small State, 
and do not do things on the grand 
scale but we are not out for pro- 
fits so much as the provision of ser- 
vices and commodities at a reason- 
able price. Our trading schemes, so 
far, have been undertaken with the 
object of* ousting the profiteer 
and showing the people that the 
State can, if likes, do better for 
them. For example, we have gone 
into the cattle and sheep raising bu- 


we had shown a loss the year be- 
fore and there is a loss on our fish 
enterprise at present — but that will 
soon be rectified. Altogether our 
trading i profits’ last year, were 
over £80,000 after deducting losses, 
and wo have accumulated profits 
of a quarter of a million.” 

“Is that the sum total of your 
villainies?” I asked. 

“Oh no”, said Mr. Theodore, “I 
haven’t mentioned the State Insur- 
ance Office.” 

“Perhaps you had better not”, 
I interrupted. 

“It is rather a bad case”, Mr. 
Theodore admitted. “We started 
it in 1919, and we do every kind of 
insurance: fire, life, accident — 
everything. We didn’t need any 
capital but Parliament voted a giant 
of £100,000 in case of necessity. 
None of this money has been called 
for, and the Insurance Department 
has actually been able to invest 
£250,000 of its funds in Government 
securities. ’ ’ 

“Ah! then I am not surprised to 
learn from the London Press at in- 
tervals that the population of 
Queensland is seething with discon- 
tent and disgust, and that it in- 
tends, at the expiration of your 
term of office next year, to return 
a new Parliament of private enter- 
prise. ’ ’ 

“Well”, murmured Mr. Theodore, 
“it may be so, but the portents at 
present de not suggest that we are 
found out. At the last by-election, 


siness. Last year we owned fifteen held recently, the Labor man -was 
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returned with an increased major- 
ity.” 

“ And you can borrow money in 
London when you want it, too”, I 
remarked. “A bankrupt Labor 
State peems to be a fairly comfort- 
able sort of community Do you not 
suffer from any of the current evils 
— high prices for instance? 

1 6 Yes”, replied Mr. Theodore, 
“wc have our troubles — we have 
high prices, but they are not so 
high as yours. Our increase is, I 
think, about 60 per cent above pre- 
war, and we have been fortunate in 
being able to keep the prices of the 
necessities of life fairly low. Our 
people have always hail butter to 
eat, and plenty of meat. Sugar, too, 
has been cheap compared with your 
prices; it is only 6d. per lb. now.” 

” Lucky Queenslanders!” I re- 
marked, “and have you go no wag- 
es troubles?” 

“Yes, we have our wages troubles, 
too, but, there again, we have been 
fortunate in our arbitration scheme, 
introduced by the Labor Govern- 
meut a couple of years ago. Pre- 
viously, the arbitration methods had 
been brought into contempt owing to 
the excessive delays possible under 
the Act, advantage of which was 
taken freely by the employers. They 
were able ,for example, to put off 
the granting of a legitimate de- ; 
maud for as long as three years. 
We remedied these evils, and under 
the Act passed by the Labor Gov- 
ernment ninety-five per cent, of our 
industries regulate wages under 


awards made by the Court of Arbi- 
tration.” 

“Is it compulsory?” I asked. 

“It is compulsory to this extent”, 
said Mr. Theodore, “that one side 
can bring a dispute into Court, and 
whether the other side appear or 
not, the award is enforceable.” 

“Then, are strikes illegal?” 

“No. Strikes are perfectly legal if 
certain conditions be observed, and 
we occasionally suffer from strikes.” 

“How”, I asked Mr. Theodore, 
“do you deal with variations in the 
wage rates of persons employed in 
similar occupations, such as railway- 
men and dockers?” 

< ‘We have what we call a basic 
rate, based on the cost of living at 
a decent standard of life, and the 
rate is applied in all unskilled oc- 
cupations of a similar character. 
Skilled workers receive additions to 
this basic rate.” 

“And what about women, do they 
get ‘ equal pay’?” I asked. 

“Practically in all cases, said Mr. 
Theodore. “There are some excep- 
tions. I believe there is a differ- 
ence of £10 a year in teachers 1 sa- 
laries, for instance, at certain 
points in the scale. Generally, our 
women get married and resign from 
the Civil Service, but, in a few in- 
stances, we have women occupying 
the highest \ ossible positions. ” 

Queensland, then, has apparently 
decided, for the time being, that La 
bor is fit to govern, but it is not 
all plain sailing for the Labor Gov- 
ernment. 
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Since I saw Mr. Theodore a depu- 
tation has arrived in London (in- 
cluding an ex-premier of Queens- 
land) with the object of protesting 
to the Colonial Office against some 
of the Acts of the Labor Govern- 
ment. One of the dark deeds ob- 
jected to, I gather, is the passing 


of a Land Act which places the 
small man with a few acres on si- 
milar terms with the man of a mil- 
lion acres. In order to get this Act 
through the “Upper House” the La- 
bor Government had to understudy 
Mr. Asquith in his quarrel with the 
Peers. It is an interesting situation. 
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